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So, there’s a pandemic going on and 
most Canadians are still on the other side 
of  the border.

You may be thinking, the Canadian 
Club board of  directors (the Executive 
Committee) is taking it easy this winter.

Not the case.
In fact, just to prove the board is still 

hard at work, Ken Campbell and Connie 
Stanley recently moved their “office” to 
their back porch to show everyone they 
are still hard at work under all conditions.

Yes, there is a foot of  snow behind 
them and, yes, Darby thinks his parents 
are a little crazy.

But work is getting done in anticipa-
tion of  resuming club activities this No-
vember or December.

Connie says, on behalf  of  the en-
tire Canadian Club membership, Happy 
St. Patrick’s Day wishes go out to all On 
Top of  the World residents, no matter 
where you may be or how cold it is.

In recent months, the executive com-
mittee has proposed changes to the club’s 
constitution and bylaws. Connie reports 
all comments regarding the changes have 
been very positive and are greatly appreci-
ated.

To date, there have been no dissent-
ing votes for proposed changes. Connie 
hopes to announce shortly if  the changes 

will be approved.
 Once the future of  the constitution 

and bylaws are finalized, the club will move 
on to elections and the annual meeting.

Due to COVID-19 circumstances, 
the election will take place electronically. 
You will be able to vote from your current 
residence.

The Canadian Club is hoping to re-
sume activities at On Top of  the World in 
November 2021. The first event would be 
Registration Night and a wine and cheese 
social. The perfect plan would be to have 
stations set up for recruiting members to 
take part in future events.

But everything depends on safety, 
the availability of  the East Activity Cen-
ter, hours the auditorium is open and the 
number of  people permitted in the audi-
torium at a time.

In February, the Canadian Club host-
ed a club survey on the Box Office web-
site.

The survey was taken by 69 mem-
bers currently residing in Canada and 43 
members in the United States, including 
28 members in Clearwater.

Nearly 65 percent stated they would 
participate in club activities this fall de-
spite current safety restrictions, but almost 

everyone said those activities would have 
to be outdoors or include entertainment 
in a safe location outside the community.

The survey was online before vac-
cines were available.

On Top of  the World management 
has not announced any changes to safety 
guidelines for the fall season.

Club officials seriously hope they can 
restart their friendly and fun gatherings at 
OTOW in 2021 and into 2022.

Connie and Ken say, “Happy winter-
ing wherever you may be - stay well!”

They also said a little snow really isn’t 
that bad.

If you thought the Canadian Club was 
hibernating across the border, think again

Despite being in Canada with a foot of snow on the ground, Ken Campbell and Connie Stanley continue to 
stay active with the Canadian Club. You don’t have to be in Florida to keep a club running smoothly. You 
can be on your back porch. Darby thinks his parents are a little crazy.
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COVID-19 Vaccine Registration
I am very pleased to say that vaccination registration 

in February went very well and 1550 residents were able 
to schedule their vaccines.

In fact, by the 
time you read this, 
first vaccinations 
will have passed and 
second ones will 
be on the schedule 
books for Thursday, 
March 4, Friday, 
March 5 and Friday, 
March 12. 

After registra-
tion, a wait list was 
established in the 
hopes of  securing 
enough registrants to go back to Pinellas County Emer-
gency Management for a second round of  doses. The 
good news is, we were able to get additional doses and 
the whole process began again.

As a reminder, if  you are registered for your second 
vaccination either on March 4, March 5 or March 12, 
please plan to be at the East Activity Center no earlier 
than 5-10 minutes prior to your scheduled vaccination 
time.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the resi-
dents who sent in notes of  gratitude. Your kind words were 
appreciated. We have truly wonderful residents here and it is 
our pleasure to serve your needs. 

Spring Break Reminder for Guests
As a reminder, with the up and coming Spring Break 

season, please remember that due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, guests are not permitted at the East and West Ac-
tivity Centers, including the pools.

Did You Know
According to your building’s declaration, the exterior 

doors and windows are the condo owner’s responsibility 
to repair or replace.

Of  course, any modification is subject to an architec-
tural review by your Association.  

The standard for the original condo design for 
ground floor units was a screened lanai and no concrete 
patio past the base line of  the building. The design lasted 
about four years, before residents wanting more usable 
conditioned space, began to enclose the screened patio 
space and add air conditioning.

Ground floor units were allowed to add a patio to a 
depth of  8 feet by a set width.

Believe it or not, there may still be one or two of  the 
unmodified original designs in existence. So, no, the ad-
dition of  concrete patios was definitely a market-driven 
design added by owner-initiated modification or special 
orders across a wide section of  the community.

The other “antique” that I still occasionally see are 
jalousie glass inserts in the front door. In its day, it was 
the “ideal design” for Florida living.

Right, until a hard freeze or you looked at your elec-
tric bill! They certainly allowed for air flow in the condo, 
even when closed tight! 

Again, another owner-driven change was to move to 
solid exterior doors.

Landlord/Tenant Process
Owner-landlords, who continue to lease the same 

unit year after year to the same tenant, still need to submit 
to the Board a new application for occupancy, together 
with a fully executed lease, and driver’s license in advance 
of  the lease renewal date.

Every five years, the Association also requires an up-
dated credit/background check of  the tenant be submit-
ted as well.  

Submittal of  all required information, 30 days prior 
to lease renewal, is recommended to allow for review. 
The $100 processing fee will be waived for tenants under 
lease renewal.

As a reminder, owners must always obtain tenant ap-
proval by the Association prior to your tenant taking oc-
cupancy of  your unit.

Community Service Office
Information

The Community Service Office (CSO) hours of  op-
eration are Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

The office closes for lunch from noon to 12:30, 
Monday through Friday, unless otherwise posted.

If  your call goes to voice mail, it is because staff  is 
working with someone else. Please be patient. Calls and 
voicemails will be responded to during normal business 
hours. Once the requested service matter is identified, a 
service order will be generated and submitted to the ap-
propriate department to address the matter. 

The goal of  the CSO is to make an initial assessment 
of  the request and to determine if  it is an emergency or 
non-emergency. Once the matter is assessed, a plan to 
resolve will be made and work scheduled.

Generally, all non-emergency service requests are 
assessed and addressed in the order in which they are 
received. 

From time to time, it may become necessary for us 
to contact you with questions or clarification of  your re-
quest.

It is not necessary to report service requests more 
than one time.

If  you have any questions regarding your request, 
and until the Community Service Office reopens, please 
call the Service Request Line at 727-683-6981.

As a reminder, window and door repair or replace-
ment is exclusive to the unit and is the owner’s responsi-

bility. The Association’s responsibility is to the structure 
and common elements. 

Service Request Line 
If  you are unable to visit the Community Service 

Office, the OTOW phone number to submit a service 
request is 727-683-6981.

Please call for general building matters in the com-
mon areas only. Please do not leave health-related emer-
gency information on the service request line as this will 
delay the amount of  time it takes us to respond to non-
emergency service requests.

 
After-Hours Number

The OTOW after-hours phone number is 727-799-
1115 for issues such as water intrusion into your unit.

For all other inquiries regarding general matters, or 
questions that are not service related, you will need to 
come in person to the Community Service Office. 

For a life threatening emergency, please dial 911.
For a power outage, call Duke Energy at 800-228-

8485.

OTOW Alerts
Signing up for OTOW Alerts (powered by RAVE™) 

is incredibly easy.  Simply go to the otowclearwaterinfo.
com website and from the home page scroll down to the 
bottom of  the page. A “Sign Up Now” box will be lo-
cated to the left of  the screen.

Click to enroll.
You can also sign up from the “Stay Informed” tab 

located at the top of  the OTOW home page.
Signing up is without obligation or cost to you. Your 

email and cell phone numbers are secure, never shared, 
and never solicited.  Alternatively, you may visit the Com-
munity Service Office to apply.

OTOW Alerts provide advance warning of  severe 
weather events as well as other matters of  critical concern 
to the residents of  OTOW Condominium Community. It 
is not hyperbole to say a warning may save your life!

Second wave of vaccines begins March 4

Back in February, COVID-19 vaccines were given in the East Activity Center. The auditorium was used 
to check people in and allow people to rest after receiving a shot. The Crystal Beach Room was turned 
into the ‘medical center.’

A reminder - For safety reasons, there will be no Irish Club parade in March
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I want to begin by thanking everyone 
involved in the pilot COVID-19 vaccina-
tion effort at On Top of  the World that 
happened Feb. 11, 12 and 19 and will hap-
pen again March 4, 5 and 12.

As soon as your Board became aware 
of  Florida Governor Ron DeSantis’ man-
date to vaccinate the over-65 cohort, man-
agement began putting out feelers to the 
Pinellas County Health Department, our 
legislators, and other agencies of  the State 
to get on their radar as a vaccination site. 

That effort paid off!
Pinellas County Emergency Manage-

ment, working with the State of  Florida 
Incident Command Center, called Dessa 
Barabba at the Management Company on 
Jan. 28 to offer this vaccine pilot program 
in our community for 1550 doses of  the 
vaccine.

It took all of  two seconds to say “yes.”
But then we learned the details. 
While the Pinellas County Health De-

partment and Emergency Management 
would coordinate with the State Incident 
Command, officials wanted the Associa-
tion to coordinate the sign-ups.

Knowing the bottlenecks that the 
state-run sign-ups have been to this point, 
not for lack of  trying or poor organiza-
tion, but purely in the face of  overwhelm-
ing demand and limited vaccine supply, all 
of  us at the Management Company and 
the Board swallowed really hard and took 
deep breaths. 

We all agreed it was in the best inter-
ests of  residents to take this on and we did. 

It took another two days to figure out 
what kind of  software would be needed 
to manage this process of  taking sign-ups 
and what additional logistical support was 
necessary.

Master the Possibilities came to the 
rescue with their course registration soft-
ware, that after a few tweaks, turned out to 
be the right solution.

On Top of  the World Communities, 
LLC’s Information Technology depart-
ment also brought support by providing 
phone lines setting up the phone banks to 
handle all the anticipated calls.

Based on the success of  this program 
and securing a total of  1550 vaccination 
doses, the Board will continue to reach 
out to the State and County to schedule 
another mass vaccination event, based on 
need, in the near future.

As always, unlike the division we too 
often see elsewhere in our nation, the resi-
dents and staff  of  OTOW came togeth-
er at a critical time to pull off  this great 
event. That spirit of  cooperation is one of  
the things that makes this community so 
great.

Sense of  Mission
The mission of  the community service 

staff  is to address legitimate concerns any 
resident may have, in a timely and efficient 
manner and to everyone’s satisfaction.

While there are perfectly appropriate 
concerns reasonable for consideration, 
the Community Service Office staff  will 
seek to address them whenever possible. 

While Management may hate to ad-
mit it, sometimes there is a concern that is 
simply not solvable by either the Commu-
nity Service Office or the Condominium 
Board.

Please know that if  you have a con-
cern or a question, the Management Com-
pany, under the Board’s direction, wants 
to make it right. We want to address your 
concern, fix the problem, and make living 
here a joyous thing.

To that end, in late February, all resi-
dents were mailed a survey seeking your 
opinions on the quality of  life in the 
OTOW Condominium Community.  Your 
opinion is very important to the Board, so 
please complete the survey and return it 
before March 7.

Even more rare is when someone is 
dissatisfied with the Board of  Adminis-
tration as well as the Division of  Florida 
Condominiums and these differences of  
opinion escalate.

Your Association is now experiencing 
one such instance. 

One resident in our community has 
filed a lawsuit against your Board, has 
even accused the State of  Florida of  en-
gaging in a criminal conspiracy (!), despite 
a lengthy exchange of  questions and hon-
est, direct answers to his concerns.

Besides the lawsuit, he is attempt-
ing to gain enough signatures for a recall 
of  Board members, based entirely on 
false and spurious claims he is circulating 
throughout the community. 

Additionally, this individual has 
threatened to “go after” Board members 
individually if  they do not acquiesce to his 
wishes.

This resident has targeted our resi-
dent Board members with his threats and 
I want you to know that the entire Board 
will stand by all our Board members, their 
actions, and the past actions of  this Board 
because, as Chairman, I believe deep in 
my heart that every action your Board has 
taken, and will take, shall always be on be-
half  of  best interests of  the residents of  
this community. 

The Board feels confident, that like 
the State agency, the courts will resolve 
this issue in the Board’s favor. Please 
know that neither myself  nor the Board 
will kowtow to threats or be distracted 
from the mission of  keeping OTOW 
Clearwater a great place to live.

 Looking Ahead to 2021-2022
Your Board has an ambitious list of  

tasks for the coming fiscal year.
One of  the larger projects is to con-

solidate more than 90 different manage-
ment agreements spanning a 50-year 
range, into a new, single updated docu-
ment.

The end goal is to create a master 
agreement that offers residents more 
transparency into the workings of  their 
Association’s relationship with the Man-
agement Company (or any management 
company).

Currently, the management of  the 
community is finely tuned to deliver the 
range of  services necessary to operate a 
community the size of  a small city. 

Speaking for myself, I do not believe 
disrupting that program would serve the 
long-term interests of  the community.  Ul-
timately, that decision is up to the residents.

Safety Check-Up
In February, this article discussed the 

importance of  maintaining your air condi-
tioner (HVAC) and also discussed the im-
portance of  replacing water heaters more 
than 13 years old.

This month I want to focus on the 
importance of  doing a safety check-up.  

Let’s begin with a simple question:  
What do I do if…?

Ask yourself, do I enjoy walking or 
biking in the community in the evening or 
early morning hours?

If  the answer is “yes,” do you wear 
reflective clothing, carry a flashlight for 
signaling oncoming traffic, or have proper 
flashing red lights on your bicycle?

I enjoy walking in the community in 
the cooler weather and I’m the first to ad-
mit that sometimes I forget to take pre-
cautions.

Note to self:  practice what I preach!
Another lifesaving question to ask is:  

If  I were to have a kitchen fire, do I have a 
fire extinguisher handy and could I use it?  

If  I had a water leak into my unit, 
would I know what to do or who to call?  

The Community Service Office main-
tains a 24-hour emergency contact number 
(799-1115). Post it on your refrigerator.

If  I’m getting out of  the tub or show-
er, is my bath mat absorbent and non-
skid?

Do I have a grab rail that is properly 
installed in my tub or shower?  

Have I overloaded any extension cord 
with too many plug-in items?

This is much more common than you 
realize!  

If  I have a washer and dryer, did a li-
censed professional properly install them? 

If  you cannot answer “yes” to that 
question, you need to call a licensed elec-
trician to make sure the dryer is not over-
loading the electrical panel. Sadly, this is 
much more common than most people 
appreciate.

Is the washer draining into at least a 
3-inch drain?

If  not, you may flood out yourself  
and several neighbors. Have a plumber 

check the drain connection.
Condominiums with dryer vent con-

nections in the unit are the owner’s obli-
gation to have serviced, regardless if  you 
have an original, built-in dryer vent, or if  
it was added in later. Is it free of  lint ac-
cumulation?

When did you have it last serviced by 
a professional?

Lint accumulation presents a very real 
fire hazard. Call an appliance specialist to 
arrange a cleaning. Whether you have a 
vented or a ventless dryer, you must still 
clean the internal lint trap regularly.

Do you have a first aid kit in the 
home?

How old is it?
Do you maintain an up-to-date emer-

gency contact list?
Do you remember where it is and is 

it up-to-date with the latest contact infor-
mation? 

When was the list last updated?
The best recommendation is to keep 

a clearly legible list of  current emergen-
cy contacts, your primary physician, and 
any medications you may take in a clearly 
identified vial in the refrigerator.

You’ll also want to post a reminder 
on the refrigerator door that vital infor-
mation is stored there. This can be a life or 
death difference to you should emergency 
responders be needed.

Community Updates  
Painting/Waterproofing

The cold weather in place over the 
months of  December and January some-
what hampered the progress of  our paint-
ing contractor, but February’s weather was 
more favorable.

The majority of  coating improvement 
projects have been completed on the east 
side of  property and the painting contrac-
tor will be crossing Belcher Road to begin 
work on the west side.

Projects will begin with rear water-
proofing of  buildings 68, 69, 71, 74 and 
the front painting of  building 77.

Once again, please keep in mind that 
the painting contractor will be operat-
ing on the front and rear façade of  these 
buildings and their activities may require 
residents to temporarily relocate vehicles 
and personal property on patios in order 
to perform their work safely.

As always, start dates are approximate 
and inclement weather can affect schedul-
ing. 

Construction, Roofing and
Large Scope Projects

A state-licensed roofing vendor will 
begin its next contracted project as crews 
arrive at building 50 in the first week of  
March.

This project is anticipated to span 2-3 
weeks. Upon completion, teams will move 
to building 51 for the next roofing system 
replacement.

   
                   
                    (Continued on page 5)

    OTOW joins county-wide      COVID-19 vaccination effort
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As a friendly reminder, we ask that 
all residents in these buildings please ob-
serve all areas cordoned-off  for safety 
reasons and to keep an eye out for heavy 
equipment operation and supplies deliv-
eries. 

Building bulletin boards are posted in 
advance advising residents of  the details 
which may require your attention or co-
operation. 

A mechanical contractor will begin 
a new aluminum railing improvement 
project this spring with work crews mov-
ing to building 71 sometime during the 
month of  March. This state licensed 
contractor will be replacing or adding 
aluminum components to the walkway 
guardrails and stairwell handrails which 
involves power tools and elevated noise 
levels periodically. The improvements 
are generally completed in 4-6 weeks, de-
pending on the scope and the size of  the 

structure.
Notices will be posted in advance of  

the work so residents should keep an eye 
on their bulletin boards for updates.

The Management Company and your 
association asks that residents be aware of  
workers in the building and do their best to 
avoid active work areas when at all possible.

Thanks for your assistance.  
Asphalt paving and resurfacing proj-

ects are currently in the process of  being 
bid by qualified, licensed contractors. We 
anticipate that contracts will be awarded 
shortly thereafter with street paving be-
ginning as early as April 2021.

Keep an eye on your building’s bul-
letin boards for any important notices re-
garding this annual work.

Signing up for the communities 
RAVE™ message service is another great 
way to become informed when communi-
ty-related projects start.

Visit www.otowclearwaterinfo.com 
and click the “stay informed” tab for 
more details.

Tree removals are another func-
tion that the Management Company will 
be performing over the spring months, 
pending permitting approval from Pinel-
las County.

Tree crew personnel will be working 
in many areas of  the property which will 
include work in close proximity to road-
ways.

Please slow down and obey any traffic 
control measures in place while the team 
members safely perform this vital service. 
Once removals are complete, new sap-
lings will be planted in order to replenish 
the community.  

  
Reoccurring Reminders for
All Community Residents

A reminder that renewal fees are due 

in March for all residents who utilize the 
boat/kayak stands on the shore of  Lake 
Arbor.

The fee for the 2021 registration pe-
riod is $25.

Residents looking to inquire about 
available space should contact the inspec-
tion services division of  the Management 
Company through the Community Ser-
vice Office at the East Activity Center. 

Please keep in mind that space is lim-
ited and on a first come/first served basis. 

If  you currently have a registered 
boat/kayak in this area, a representative 
should have contacted you about your 
yearly renewal.

If  you elect not to renew, you will 
have until March 7 to remove your boat 
from the area. Boats left in this area af-
ter the deadline date will be removed, im-
pounded, and ultimately disposed if  not 
claimed.

    OTOW joins county-wide      COVID-19 vaccination effort

 A reminder that renewal fees ARE DUE IN MARCH for all residents who utilize the 
boat/kayak stands on the shore of  Lake Arbor. The fee for the 2021 registration period is 
$25. Residents looking to inquire about available space should contact the inspection services 
division of  the management company through the Community Service Office at the 
East Activity Center. Please keep in mind that space is limited and on a first come/first served 
basis.

If  you elect not to renew, you will have until March 7 to remove your boat from the 
area. Unregistered boats left in this area after the deadline date will be removed, 
impounded and ultimately donated to a local charity if  not claimed 60 days after 
removal. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Boat Storage Renewal Guidelines

On Top of the World - Public Notice
Unclaimed Water Vessel

Charity Donation/Donation Auction

Pursuant to 2018 Florida Statute 328, Parkway Maintenance 
is giving notice that it will be donating unclaimed property 

within 60 days of this published notice.

Dated this 1st day of March, 2021, and published in the 
March 2021 edition of OTOW News.
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Parrot donates prize to dog shelter
When Agatha won On Top of  the 

World Pet of  the Year honors in January, 
she donated her winnings.

Agatha, who is a parrot, received the 
most votes during online Pet of  the Year 
voting in January. But when Agatha was 
asked what she wanted for a prize, she said 
donate it.

Through a translator, Agatha told 
OTOW News she was very privileged to 
have won the contest, but she has many 
doggy friends who are not as fortunate.

Agatha asked that her winning be do-
nated to a local homeless shelter for dogs.

Woof  Gang Bakery in Clearwater and 
Dunedin was the sponsor of  this year’s 
contest. When Manager Christine Man-
sueto heard the first place prize was to be 
donated, she didn’t hesitate to support the 
decision.

Some time after March 15, Chris will 
be donating two very large bags of  dog 
food to a local shelter taking care of  
homeless dogs and trying to find them 
new homes.

In fact, if  anyone from our commu-
nity wants to make a monetary donation, 
you can drop off  a contribution at the 
OTOW newspaper office and all dona-
tions will be turned in at the same time.

Agatha, 29, is a Congo African Grey 
Parrot who resides with parents Marion 
and David Spitzley in the Vietnamese 
Building.

Chris Mansueto, left, manager of Woof Gang Bakery in Clearwater and Dunedin, and Chay Tangradi show off two 
large bags of dog food ready for donation to a local homeless shelter for dogs. The donation was Agatha’s idea. 
Agatha is our On Top of the World Pet of the Year and she is donating her prize.

AGATHA
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Sarah Ophelia Colley Cannon is prob-
ably a name that is not familiar to you, but 
to millions of  fans, she is Minnie Pearl.

Before becoming Minnie Pearl, she 
attended Belmont University, a presti-
gious school for young ladies. She became 
Minnie Pearl when she put on a straw 
hat she purchased at a thrift shop. Wear-
ing that same hat, she performed at the 
Grand Ole Opry for more than 50 years. 
Minnie was also a frequent guest on the 
weekly TV show, “Hee Haw.”

In 1947, Minnie married Henry R. 
Cannon who had been an Army Corp 
fighter pilot in World War II. He became 
Minnie’s manager and also took on clients 
such as Hank Williams, Eddy Arnold and 
Carl Smith.

In 1960, Nashville entrepreneur John 
Jay Hooker persuaded Henry and African 

American gospel singer, Mahalia Jackson, 
to lend their names to a chain of  fried 
chicken restaurants to compete with Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken. But the venture soon 
collapsed.

Minnie battled breast cancer through 
massive aggressive treatments, including 
a double mastectomy. The center where 
she was treated was later named the Sarah 
Cannon Cancer Center.

Minnie’s many awards included being 
elected into the Country Music Hall of  
Fame in 1973, Country Music Woman of  
the Year in 1996 and the American Cancer 
Society’s Courage Award in 1987.

Minnie was frequently teamed with 
actor/comedian Rod Brasfield on the 
Opry stage until his death in 1958.

Minnie appeared weekly on the Nash-
ville Now Network doing a segment called 

“Let Minnie Steal Your Joke” where she 
would read a joke submitted by callers to 
the show. The most popular joke would 
be picked and a prize awarded.

Minnie was the first country music 
performer to be surprised with her life 
story on “This is Your Life” with Ralph 
Edwards. She knew she was on a program 
going world-wide on TV and was seen by 
people who had never heard of  her. She 
threw out a few quick liners to advance 
her career.

Minnie Pearl, the legend, was on the 
Grand Ole Opry tour from 1940-1991 
and on Hee Haw from 1960-1991. She 
passed away on March 4, 1996, after a 
long battle with cancer.

Minnie once said, “Kissing a fella with 
a beard is like a picnic. You don’t mind go-
ing through a little brush to get there.”

How many of you know who Sarah Ophelia Colley Cannon is?

Scam alert
This column is from me, Jerry Colen, 

Rachel Wagoner and John Beck.
We all want to give you this special 

scam alert.
We recently read an article in the Flor-

ida Realtors News that was titled “Florida 
Home Insurance Spirals Toward Collapse.”

Here is what it’s about:
Insurance companies are claiming 

(rightfully, it should be said) that litigation 
costs have gone out of  sight and that is 
why insurance premiums are rising.

Apparently, what is happening is that 
unscrupulous roofing contractors go into 
communities that are hit with, say, hur-
ricane damage or just any kind of  roof  
damage. These folks solicit homeowners 
to do roofing work and then persuade the 
homeowner to assign its insurance claim 
to the roofer.

Following that, the roofer retains an 
attorney to bring suit against the insurer 
for payment in full for the work it did 
(even if  the work it did was shoddy or 
worse than that.)

Very often, however, the homeown-
er’s insurance might not cover 100 percent 
of  a loss. But rather than incur the costs 
to litigate, insurance companies prefer to 
settle.

It’s cheaper to do that.
However, now, the attorney is entitled 

to recover attorneys’ fees just because the 
lawsuit was brought in the first place. 

Insurance companies have to pay for 
the roofing costs, plus attorneys’ fees.  
The result is that insurance premiums 
throughout the State of  Florida are out of  
sight and getting worse.

What can you do?
For one thing, if  you actually own a 

home in Florida or rent under a written 
lease with authority to have repairs made, 
and if  you have a roof  leak, take time to 
speak with several roofers and don’t rush 
out to hire a roofer who will then want to 
replace your entire roof.  

For another thing, when someone 
knocks on the door and claims they are a 
roofer and that they can inspect your roof  
for free, maybe you should just say “no” 
and close the door.

Of  course, this applies not only 
to roofing matters, but to anyone who 
knocks on your door and is soliciting 
something from you. The offer of  a free 
inspection is never free. There is no such 
thing as a free lunch. But everyone already 
knows that.

Cold Calls   
Now, while I am on this, let me dis-

cuss the entire question or issue of  how 
to deal with “cold calls” or with solicitors 
who just walk right up to your home or 
apartment and try to solicit something 
from you.

It doesn’t matter if  it is some kind of  
work, such as roofing, or solicitation for 
some kind of  supposed charity, or even 
a real charity. We must remember that 
the times we live in today are loaded with 
scammers.

Just because someone knocks on your 
door, or calls you, or emails, or texts you, 
when you did not reach out to them first, 
you must consider this grounds for great 
suspicion.

Do not think that you cannot be 

caught in a scam.
Anyone, you, me, your neighbor, can 

get caught by a scammer. So, the best 
thing to do is understand that these folks 
are experts at getting you to part with your 
money.  

Here are a couple of  the many scams 
we’ve noticed are running around nowa-
days.

The expired warranty scam.
In this scam, you get an email, text or 

letter which appears to say that your war-
ranty has expired or may be expiring. It 
doesn’t really matter what the warranty 
is, your home, some appliance, your car, 
whatever. Then, you are told to call some 
phone number or click on some link.  

Don’t click!
Don’t respond!
Don’t accept!

Here’s another one: 
I, Jerry Colen, received an email from 

some company and was given a link to an 
invoice for something that the scammer 
apparently tried to claim I ordered.

If  you get something like that in an 
email, it is almost always a scam. Delete 
and don’t reply.

I have an absolute policy that I never 
click on a link. This is especially true when 
the email with the link came to me unso-
licited. No exception. 

 
Here’s yet another scam.
We recently received an email from 

Amazon saying there was something 
wrong with our Amazon account and 
there was a possible fraudulent charge.  
We were given a phone number to call.

No!
Foremost, Amazon is never going to 

send you an email like that. Second, if  you 
have questions about your Amazon ac-
count, go online at Amazon.com and get 
to customer service.

Also, if  there are phone calls from 

scammers about your Amazon account,  
hang up.

 
Another one:
Scammers are posing as someone 

who claims they can get you an appoint-
ment for your COVID-19 vaccine. 

That’s a scam, too.
 
Look! If  someone says that the way to 

settle an account is to send them an iTunes 
card, or any kind of  card you might get 
from Target or some other store, it is defi-
nitely a scam.

Yes, I know. We come from an era and 
a culture where we once could trust some-
one and we could leave our cars unlocked.

Those days are over.
We need to understand there are scam-

mers everywhere and we need to protect 
ourselves, our relatives and friends.  

Talk about these things over and over 
so that we and others remain on the alert. 
We have no other choice.

----
Jerry Colen (Jerry@colenwagoner.com); 

Rachel Wagoner (Rachel@colenwagoner.com); 
and John Beck (John@colenwagoner.com) are 
members Colen & Wagoner, P.A. Jerry Colen 
and Rachel Wagoner are members of  the Na-
tional Academy of  Elder Law Attorneys and 
the Academy of  Florida Elder Law Attorneys. 
John Beck has a degree in finance, and a masters 
degrees in accounting and taxation. The law 
firm practices in the areas of  wills, trusts, pro-
bate, real estate, elder law, Medicaid planning, 
and business and professional advice.This col-
umn does not, nor is it intended, to provide 
legal advice. You should not rely on what is 
written in this column to be legal advice for 
any situation. You should always consult your 
own attorney for legal advice. The Law Of-
fices of  Colen and Wagoner, P.A. is located 
at 7243 Bryan Dairy Road, Largo, Florida 
33777 and in Suite 11 at Circle Square Com-
mons in Ocala, Florida. Our phone number 
is (727) 545-8114. Online you can find us at 
www.colenwagoner.com. 

It is very important for you to learn 
how to say ‘no’ to unwanted solicitors
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As we continue on this race to defeat 
the virus, I have found it helpful to cel-
ebrate the little milestones along way….

Since the reopening under restric-
tions, many exercise, yoga and Tai Chi 
classes have resumed inside the Activity 
Centers.  

Several other clubs have reinvented 
ways to meet and socialize on Zoom, Sky-
pe or Facetime.

Jesters are making a movie outdoors 
on property and our Entertainment Com-
mittee and theater groups are in the pro-
cess of  planning their events and setting 
tentative dates on our calendar for the 
coming year. 

SCA has increased hours at the pools, 
Fitness Center, tennis/pickleball courts 
and Pavilion Park grill areas.

As a reminder, grills 5, 6 and 7 are 
open without a reservation under certain 
rules, which are posted at those grill sites. 

The Activity Office has hosted Zoom 

events with various organizations, as well 
as drive-thru events with the Pinellas 
County Sheriff ’s Office and Consumer 
Protection, and there have been two suc-
cessful vaccination administration events 
to date.

Thank you to all our resident volun-
teers for your assistance!

In fact, resident volunteerism and 
giving has been a theme throughout the 
year to include: making and donating face 
masks, gifts to frontline healthcare work-
ers, drive-thru food and clothing drives, 
neighbors helping neighbors with grocery 
shopping and running errands, as well as 
computer help and assistance with online 
vaccine registrations.

We are getting through this pandemic 
together and will soon reach that finish 
line stronger and with fulfilled hearts.  

What I have learned from this experi-
ence and this community is to never pres-
ent a finish line in my own life, no matter 
what circumstance or situation.

We all have a purpose especially in 
times like these. Even if  it’s just a kind 
word or a smile, it’s never too late to make 
a difference in the lives of  others.

Activity Card Information

When renewing your activity card or 
getting a new one issued, please remem-
ber to bring with you a government issued 
photo ID, such as driver license or pass-
port, and a current piece of  mail indicat-
ing your name and On Top of  the World 
property address.

Please note that no cards will be 
punched or processed without proper 
identification and address verification.

As a reminder, you must bring your 
valid activity card with you when using 
SCA facilities and be prepared to show it 
upon staff  request.

At this time under COVID-19 re-
strictions, the SCA facilities and outdoor 
recreation areas are open to OTOW ap-
proved residents only and not guests. Any 
noncompliance matters will be directed to 
the On Top of  the World Association.

March is Florida Bike Month
Are you a safe biker? Take the quiz - Get a reflective bag!

From the
Florida Bicycle Association

“We know National Bike Month is in 
May, but the weather is just too fabulous in 
March not to celebrate bicycling here right 
now!

Florida Bike Month is a chance to show-
case the many benefits of  bicycling and 
encourage more folks to give biking a try. 
Whether you bike to work or school; ride to 
save money or time; pump those pedals to 
preserve your health or the environment; or 
simply to explore your community, Florida 
Bike Month is an opportunity to celebrate 
the unique power of  the bicycle and the many 
reasons we ride.”

Of  course, no matter what your 
age, we all must follow the rules of  the 
road to remain safe and that’s where 
Bike/Walk Tampa Bay can play a role.  

Bike/Walk Tampa Bay is a regional coali-
tion of  citizens, advocates, professionals and 
allied organizations created to make walking 
and bicycling safer in the Tampa Bay region.

To accomplish this goal, the coalition en-
gages and empowers local communities and 
stakeholders to achieve our region’s vision for 
a better transportation future.”  

Please take the safety quiz below or on-
line at the OTOW website under Nancy’s 
Bulletin Board.

If  you complete the quiz by March 30 
and bring it in to the Activity Office or the 
Community Service Office, you will receive a 
free backpack while supplies last.

Answers will be published online at Nan-
cy’s Bulletin Board and in Nancy’s April Col-
umn.

We are getting through this pandemic together!

Part 1 - Bicyclists
1. Bicycles are legal vehicles. Which is NOT true 

of  bicycling?
a. People are required to register bicycles just like 

motor vehicles.
b. People riding bicycles must obey all traffic signs 

and signals.
c. Bicyclists may ride on the sidewalks in Florida, 

except in specific areas prohibited by local ordinances. 

2. Which direction should bicyclists ride when 
riding on the roadway?

a. Ride against the flow of  traffic.
b. Ride with the flow of  traffic.
c. Bicyclists may ride in either direction.

3. Two bicyclists can ride side by side on the 
road…

a. Never. It is illegal for two bicyclists to ride side 
by side. 

b. Whenever riding together in a group of  ten or 
more. 

c. When they aren’t impeding the reasonable flow 
of  traffic.

4. When riding at night, people riding bicycles 
must have:

a. A front white light.
b. A front white light, red rear light and reflectors.
c. Any kind of  light to make themselves visible.

Part 2 - Drivers
5. What do you think a “Share the Road” sign is 

telling you to do?
a. Motorists should share the road with bicyclists.
b. Bicyclists should share the road with motorists.
c. Motorists and bicyclists should share the road 

equally.

6. When might you expect a bicyclist to “take the 
lane” (ride in the center of  the lane instead of  to the 
right or in a bike lane)?

a. When making a left turn
b. When cars are parked along the curb.
c. When approaching an intersection.
d. All of  the above.

7. How much space is a motorist required to 
leave between their vehicle and a person riding a bi-
cycle when passing?

a. Two feet.
b. Three feet.
c. Five feet.

8. You are driving a motor vehicle alongside a bi-
cyclist, and you both are approaching an intersection, 
where you want to make a right turn. Cross traffic has 
a stop sign, but you do not. To make a right turn, you 
should…

a. Speed up and complete the right turn before 
the bicyclist reaches the intersection.

b. Slow down, drive behind the bicyclist, and turn 
right after the bicyclist is safely through the intersec-
tion.

Part one of  this quiz is about rules and safe behavior for bicyclists. Part two is for drivers who may en-
counter bicyclists on the road. 

Once you have completed the quiz, please bring it to Nancy Rogers at the On Top of  the World Activity 
Office to receive a reflective bag! 

FLORIDA BIKE QUIZ
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By Jo Dameron
The Good Neighbors Association 

board presented retiring President Jim 
Bjorgo with a plaque depicting his years 
of  service as past president.

Jim has been on the board for several 
years and has played a key role in planning 
and executing our special events.

We wish him all the best in his future 
endeavors and give a heartfelt “thank you” 
for all he has done.

The past presidents plaque is on dis-
play in the East Activity Center audito-
rium.

The Good Neighbors Association 
Spring Food and Clothing Drive will be 

held on Saturday, March 13, from 10 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. Please note this event is one day 
only.

The drive will take place in the North 
parking lot by the pavilion. Volunteers will 
be in the parking lot to receive your dona-
tions.

While you are parked and volunteers 
are unloading your donations, you may 
purchase safety vests and blinking lights. 
These are particularly useful if  you enjoy 
walking or biking.

Safety vests are $7.50 and blinky lights 
are $1.25.

Watch OTOW-TV channel 732 and 
our Facebook page for up-to-date infor-

mation about upcoming events.
Good Neighbors Association is ask-

ing for yarn donations for our Knitting 
Club.

You may drop of  yarn or make a fi-
nancial contribution. Please visit the Crys-
tal Beach Room in the EAC between 9-11 
a.m. on any Wednesday. Your donations 
are greatly appreciated.

Unfortunately, Good Neighbors As-
sociation must announce at this time the 
annual spring flea market and craft show 
has been canceled and Get Acquainted 
Coffee will not return until further notice.

Please watch for updates.

The Good Neighbors Association Board of  Directors adds Jim Bjorgo’s name to a plaque featuring all of  the club’s past presidents.
Jim, third from right, was actually past president of  the club for two non-consecutive terms.

Jim Bjorgo added to Good Neighbors 
plaque featuring past presidents

Food/Clothing Drive to take place March 13
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Each month, OTOW News and Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming are featuring a Pet of the Month in this newspaper. Any 
pets living at On Top of the World are eligible. To enter your pet, email one clear, color photo to OTOW.newsroom@
gmail.com and tell us what makes your pet special. If you don’t have email capabilities, drop off your photo and 
information at the newsroom. You must include pet’s name, owner’s name, building and age of pet. If the age is not 
included, your pet will not be eligible. Only one pet per household can win each year, but now two pets from the same 
household can be one entry. The winner this month will receive a gift card from Woof Gang Bakery in Clearwater. 
If you are the winner this month, stop by the newsroom to pick up your gift cards. Each monthly winner becomes 
eligible for Pet of the Year honors in January. Voting for Pet of the Year takes place online in January. The winner 
will be announced each February. The winner receives additional prizes and will be invited to march in the annual 
Irish Club Parade each March.

Kelly and Celeste Fitzgerald 
adopted Jen, an 11-year-old border 

collie mix from a New Jersey shelter 
in 2015. She had survived a hard life 
for six years only to be spoiled rotten 

by her new parents.

After moving to Florida and into 
Building 50 at On Top of  the World, 
Kelly and Celeste decided the good 

weather and great walking trails called 
for another dog. In 2019 they 

adopted Ruby, a 2-year-old collie mix 
from a local shelter. 

They swear Ruby looked 
smaller in the shelter.

Ruby is an affectionate, gentle, 
younger sister to Jen. They love each 

other with their whole hearts. 
You can read Ruby’s Instagram posts 

at @jenandruby. 

Yes, Ruby has an
Instagram account.

Ruby
&

Jen
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One year into the pandemic.
A handful of  clubs and groups are 

staying active at minimal levels.
Other groups haven’t even had a 

meeting since last March.
By staying safe, we are limited as to 

what we can do.
Well, I have a suggestion for when 

times get safer.
If  you are all Zoomed out, if  you are 

frustrated that your club or group has not 
held a meeting for safety reasons, or if  you 
just feel like doing something crazy - but 
safe - pay attention.

In February, my brother, Dan, and I 
met two of  my cousins from New York 
at John’s Pass.

With facemasks on, we joined a few 
other people on the boardwalk. We had a 
“safe” lunch, went shopping and pretend-
ed we were tourists.

It was a nice getaway for a change.
Then I saw it...

While on the boardwalk, looking out 
into the water, seeing boaters everywhere, 
I saw this little tiki hut go by.

On the water!
Moving!
Have you seen this before?
This company doesn’t advertise with 

us, so I’m not going to promote their 
business, but what an idea.

This is a fully-stocked tiki bar, with a 
motor, life jackets and a captain. Each tiki 

bar (yes there is more than one) holds up 
to six guests. You rent it, board it, sit at 
the bar and it goes out into the Gulf  for 
90 minutes.

You can even rent it for a whole day 
and watch the sun go down.

Enough advertising.
Back to my point.
How cool would it be for the Line 

Dancing board of  directors to hold their 
next meeting on this tiki bar!

The Entertainment Committee board 
could meet at sea and plan this fall’s safe 
entertainment while cruising past Madeira 
Beach.

The Art Guild board could rent one 
in the evening, order glasses of  wine and 
paint the sunset.

The Lambda Club - oh, I could only 
imagine how much fun the Lambda Club 
would get - their entire club could rent a 
whole fleet of  tiki bars and hold a regular 
social out on the waves.

The Baby Boomers Club could bring 
their instruments and hold an acoustic 
jam at 3 miles per hour.

Maybe the Press Association will rent 
four of  them, will go out to sea, meet a 
mile off  shore and conduct their next club 
meeting there. Yvonne Courtney has been 
president of  the club for more than 20 
years, but she has never led a meeting at 
sea before?

Tennis? Pickleball? Hmmmm. Some-
one in those clubs is reading this right 
now and thinking “we’re there!”

For the rest of  you, don’t sit there 
and say, “not another Zoom meeting”  
or “come November we’ll start meeting 
again.”

Here’s a crazy idea for safer times.
Get vaccinated. Rent a tiki bar.
Are there bathrooms on board? I 

have no idea. Let me know.
Try it out and report back to the rest 

of  us. There’s a page in our newspaper 
waiting for your picture.

(Editor’s note: OTOW News is not 
responsible if  your tiki bar runs out of  gas 
three miles off  shore.)

If you visit John’s Pass, chances are good you will see a tiki bar go out to sea. 
This would be a great place to hold your next club board meeting!    
             (OTOW News photo by Doug Kates)

When conditions get safer, you can hold 
your next club meeting on a floating tiki bar

Shuffleboard
courts open

The On Top of  the World Shuffleboard Club is inactive due to the pan-
demic, but the courts are open for residents to use.

People who normally play in the league are meeting at the courts to play 
just for fun. The courts are open seven days a week starting at 4 p.m. and 
everyone is following all safety guidelines.

Club supplies are all provided and sanitized before and after play. If  you 
want to join us, and there is room, stop by. Experienced and inexperienced 
players are welcome.

New players can learn the game very quickly and become good players 
after only a few games. It takes longer to really excel, but excellence is within 
the grasp of  anyone who works at it. After just a few games, you can have 
great fun playing.

(OTOW News photo by Mary Lou Wall)
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By Donna Lukas
Welcome to March, the month when we all seem to become a little bit Irish. We 

wear green, put funny things on our heads, paint our faces, eat corned beef  and cab-
bage, drink green beer or Jameson whiskey, and listen to Irish jokes.

 Speaking of  Irish jokes, here is one you may not 
have heard before. “Two Irishmen walk out of  a bar 
… well, it could have happened.”

Let’s see how many of  you wear green at our next 
Democratic Club meeting on March 11 at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Pavilion. Wear your masks and plan to social 
distance. Bring your On Top of  the World activity 
card and plan to vote for the next slate of  officers for 
our club.

At our February meeting, one of  the topics of  
discussion was our thankfulness to On Top of  the 
World management for bringing the COVID-19 vaccine to us here in our community. 
Several of  us had already received our first shot or had scheduled appointments to do 
so.

Many thanks to the volunteers who made the scheduled vaccine appointment pro-
cess a success. From those who took our information to schedule appointments, to 
those who directed traffic into the building, and those who managed foot traffic inside 
the auditorium - we thank you for your time and effort in producing a well organized 
event.

If  there is anyone in our reading audience who has not yet signed up to receive 
OTOW information alerts on your phone, it would be to your advantage to do so now. 
Go to the otowclearwaterinfo.com website, scroll down the page to the “get OTOW 
alerts” portion and click on the “sign up now.”

The location for our meetings held on the second Thursday of  each month 
may change during 2021. Look for further information on our club page at the 
otowboxoffice.com website. Also click on the picture page to see updated photos.

Thank you to those members who have already renewed their club membership for 
2021. You may renew your annual $12 membership in person at one of  our meetings.

Or you may send a check made out to OTOW Democratic Club to our treasurer 
Glenda Greenman at 2470 Rhodesian Drive, unit 28, Clearwater, FL 33763.  

Wear green to Democratic 
Club meeting at the Pavilion
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By Edwina Schick
Ronald Reagan Republican Club 

members are looking forward to our 
guest speaker in March - author Nick 
Adams.

Nick is also the founder of  The 
Foundation for Liberty and American 
Greatness, a non-profit organization 
that expresses its views on what makes 
our nation exceptional.

Nick was born and raised in Aus-
tralia, and immigrated to the United 
States in 2016.

He has written several books in-
cluding  “Green Card Warrior” detail-
ing his journey to America.

In 2017 he received special distinc-
tion from President Donald Trump as 

“a must read.” It was the first time in 
our history that a sitting President en-
dorsed a book.

Nick has been a guest on virtually 
every major television and radio news 

program, and his work has appeared in 
newspapers around the world.

The meeting will take place at 11 
a.m., Thursday, March 11, in the East 
Activity Center auditorium.

Please watch OTOW-TV Channel 
732 for possible changes to the start 
time or meeting location.

In February, our club had to switch 
meeting rooms so residents could get 
COVID-19 vaccines. Unfortunately, 
we were only allowed half  the number 
of  people and had to turn down some 
residents from attending. Thank you 
to members who understood.

We sent a newsletter out to keep 
all members informed. The newslet-
ter also explains how we plan to fol-
low the bylaws of  our club to have our 
election of  officers take place.

Any questions email rrrc.otow@
gmail.com or call 678-414-5300. 

The Co-Ed Exercise Class at On Top of  the World is back and there is space for you.
The group is led by Jerry Thomas and meets from 10-10:45 a.m., Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 

in the East Activity Center Exercise Room.
Please bring a mask and a mat. We will supply the fun. Social distancing rules are in effect and we are limited 

on class size. 

Co-Ed Exercise Class is back

Republican Club to host author in March

No 2021 
Irish Club

parade 
this month

However,

OTOW-TV 732

will rebroadcast the

2020 Irish Club Parade

on Saturday,

March 13

at 10 a.m.

and on 

Wednesday,

March 17

at 10 a.m.



Page 18/March 2021 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS

Next Delivery Date

SECTION 1
1 ..................................................... Canadian Club
3 ..................................................... Dessa Barabba
4-5 ................................................. Kenneth Colen
6 ....................... Parrot Donates To Doggy Shelter
8 ......................................... Community Calendar
9 ................................... Jerry Colen’s Is Is Legal?
9 ..................................................... Inside Showbiz
10 ..................................................... Nancy Rogers
10 ........................................... Florida Bike Month
11 ...................... Master The Possibilities - March

SECTION 2
13 ............................. Good Neighbors Association
14 ................................................ Pet of the Month
15 ......................................................... Doug Kates
16 ....................................................... Shuffleboard
17 ................................................ Democratic Club
17 ........... 2020 Irish Club Parade on OTOW-TV
18 ................................................ Republican Club
18 .............. 2020 Irish Parade on OTOW-TV 732

19 .............................................................. Lambda
19 .................................................. Veterans Group
19 ..................................................... Socrates Café
20 .................................................. Computer Club
20 ................................. Free Shredding to OTOW
20 ........................................................ Hole In One
21 ............................................... Press Association
22 ................................... Snowbirds Line Dancing
22 ................................................................. Jesters
24 ........................................ Neighborhood Watch
25 ...................................................... Line Dancing
26 ............................................................ Art Guild
26 ....................................... Family History Group
27 ................................ Entertainment Committee
27 ............................................. Theater Workshop
28 ............................................................... Softball
28 .................................................... Lawn Bowling
29 ......................................................... Travel Club
29 ................ Residents Visit The NFL Experience
30 ..................................................... Butcher Block
31 ............................................ Science Of Cooking

SECTION 3
33 ................. OTOW Resident Is A TV Producer
35 ...................................................... 25 Years Ago
35 ............... Residents Holds Super Bowl Trophy
36 .................................................... Loch Lomond
36 ............................................................... Espana
37 .................................................... Viennese Villa
37 ....................................................... Emerald Isle
39 ............................................................... Siboney
40 ................................................. Recycling Right
42 ............................................................. Knitting
42 ....................................... Lois Wirkus Birthday
43 ................................................................. Viking
44 .................................................. Austrian Alpine
45 ................................................................ Dorado
46 .......................................................... Polynesian
47 .......................................... French Renaissance
48 ............................................................. Granada
48 .......................................................... Ping Pong
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50 .......................................................... Classifieds
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Around The World in this Newspaper Edition

ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS ADVERTISING POLICY
On Top of  the World News is a community organization for the benefit of  the residents of  On Top of  the World.
On Top of  the World News does not accept advertisers solely for commercial purposes or income. This newspaper will be published on its regular 

schedule whether there are advertisers or not.
On Top of  the World News reserves the right to reject any advertiser within its sole, absolute and unfettered discretion.  Not every advertiser is 

acceptable. If  you, the resident of  On Top of  the World, have had a justifiably bad experience with an advertiser and if  we have had previous complaints 
that are justified, we will not accept future advertising from them.   

The News endeavors to keep the standards of  this paper at a high level. We do not, however, endorse advertisers or knowingly accept objection-
able or fraudulent advertising. On Top of  the World endeavors to publish only good, informative and worthwhile happenings of  life. This newspaper 
will leave the daily news of  life with all its strife, struggle and turmoil to commercial publications. On Top of  the World News does not strive to be a 
profit-making entity. We take pride in the fact that the On Top of  the World News staff  is entirely made up of  volunteers except for two professionals 
to coordinate the operation of  this paper.

On Top of  the World News does not accept an advertiser solely because it is willing to pay to advertise.
Trades and services regulated by the State or County must all be licensed in order to advertise. In some cases, background checks are required. All 

advertisements must contain a local address or a local telephone number. Ads resembling news articles or news pages are not accepted. The submission 
to OTOW News of  any photo, artwork or other form of  copyrighted material authorizes OTOW News to use and/or print the image at later dates and 
in other forms in such ways as OTOW News, in its sole, absolute and unfettered discretion deems appropriate. OTOW News may not be reproduced in 
any way, in any other media, except in print and on official OTOW Websites.

On Top of  the World News Inc., 2069 World Parkway Blvd. E., Clearwater, FL 33763.  Phone Number: 727-799-3216. Online newspapers and 
advertising rate information are available at www.ontopoftheworldnews.com/clearwater/news.php

Press Association Volunteers This Month:

April newspapers will be delivered on April 1.
To advertise in our April edition, payments must be received by March 15.

Please note, we may sell out ad space before the deadline!Newsroom Hours: 9:30-6  Mon-Thur,   9-2  Fridays          Phone: (727) 799-3216
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(vacant), Vice President                  Rose Pietrogallo, Secretary
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By Bruce Lovett
There are many things members of   

the Lambda Club have in common. One 
is the joy of  a great love story and another 
is an exciting movie.

An example of  a bad movie would be 
Brian De Palma’s film “Greetings” star-
ring a then unknown Robert DeNiro. 

So why am I mentioning “Greetings” 
if  it was a bad movie? It is important to 
one of  our love stories.

Back in 1968, when “Greetings” was 
made, it was popular among university 
students as it espoused their anti-war con-
cerns, among other things.

One day, a young student named Mar-
ion Gordon was asked to join a group of  
friends to go see the film. They were to 
meet later in the evening at an acquain-
tance’s apartment.

Marion arrived early and the door was 
opened by a very young and handsome 
guy named David Spitzley.

“It was the only time in my life I 
sensed somehow I had known this man 
before,” says Marion today.

Little did she know then, she would 
later become the future Mrs. Spitzley.

In 1971, Marion and David were mar-
ried. Therefore,  2021 is their 50-year cel-
ebration.

In their first three years of  marriage, 
Marion and David had two children. They 
also moved six times in seven years be-
fore finally settling on Grosse Point Park, 
Michigan, as their home.

Years later, a couple moved in next 
door and a 30-year friendship evolved. 
It was those new neighbors who turned 
them on to On Top of  the World and in-
troduced them to Lambda.

That other couple has since passed, 
but fortunately Marion and David are still 
with us.

David makes fantastic seasonal sau-
sage stuffing and Marion creates beautiful 
calendars with her photography. She gen-
erously shares her creations and Christ-

mas would not be the same without them.
And if  that wasn’t enough to cement 

their local fame, 28 years ago they adopted 
a 12-week-old Amazon Grey Parrot, Ag-
atha, who just happens to be OTOW’s 
2021 “Pet of  the year.”

The second love story I want to share 
with you will be short, but no less poignant.

In a time long, long ago, before Insta-
gram and Zooming, people used to actu-
ally visit chat rooms on the Internet. 

Roger Neil Layne, who had taken an 
early retirement, was finishing some work-
related projects from home on his person-
al computer. He visited a chat room using 
his initials RNL as his screen name. 

At the same time, Bill Merriwether was 
also in the chat room and started an ex-
change with Roger. But Bill thought he was 
conversing with a registered nurse named 

Lance whom he had met weeks ago and 
was also using the screen name RNL.

When Bill realized his mistake it was 
too late. Bill and Roger met for coffee and 
were married before a year had passed.

There is one other couple I want to 
acknowledge. The two fish you see above 
this article are the creations of   local artist  
Barbara Melby-Burhans.

Because of  COVID-19, Marion and 
David didn’t feel comfortable throwing a 
big 50th anniversary party, so instead they 
celebrated by purchasing Barbara’s art-
work as a symbol of  their love and order-
ing seafood from the new Frenchy’s drive 
through restaurant on Enterprise Road in 
Countryside.

It was a romantic night at home and the 
artwork will always remind them what they 
had for dinner on their 50th anniversary.

By Pam Rosenblatt
In February, members of  the Veter-

ans Group held their first meeting during 
the pandemic.

We reminisced over last year’s great 
events and outings that took place, includ-
ing the 2020 Irish Club St Patrick’s Day 
Parade.    

We also re-energized and talked about 
looking forward to a better and healthier 
future. We discussed possible solutions 
and assistance options for any difficulties 
our veterans are currently facing.

Let’s face it - 2020 was a difficult year 
in many respects and we all have been af-
fected in one way or another.

Resources are available for our veter-
ans who need them.

Our group is here as a resource and tool 
to help each other. If  you missed our Febru-
ary meeting, you can be included in group  
emails, which will include information about 
upcoming meetings, and updated and im-

portant veteran information.  If  you would 
like to be included in future meetings, events 
and emails, please respond to otowveter-
ansgroup@gmail.com. Please include your 
name, branch of  service and the years you 
served.

OTOW veterans make 
effort to stay in touch

Pictured above is artwork by local artist Barbara Melby-Burhans. This piece was purchased by On Top of the World 
residents Marion and David Spitzley for a 50th wedding anniversary gift. There’s a little more to the story, but you’ll 
have to read about it.

Proof - love can happen anytime

Believe it or not, your Socrates Café club is making use of  21st century 
technology.

On Feb. 12, the club held its 
first meeting on Zoom during 
which various approaches were 
considered on how to give mem-
bers an opportunity to improve, 
amongst other things, their com-
munication skills.

The club is willing to discuss 
any subject (nothing is taboo).

We are looking for new mem-
bers, so anyone who would like to 
join us on Zoom, please contact 
President Trevor Colby by email at trevorjcolby@yahoo.com.

Links to future meetings will be emailed back to you.

Socrates Café will be 
hosting meetings on Zoom

Register to participate
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Shredding event and Operation Medicine Cabinet take place
The pandemic has not shut down ev-

erything!
In early February, two events took 

place on the same day in the East Activity 
Center South Parking Lot.

Pinellas County brought in a free 
shredding truck and residents lined up on 
World Parkway Boulevard for a chance to 
dispose of  old documents.

For safety reasons, no one was per-
mitted out of  their vehicles, but workers 
did go into trunks and back seats to re-
trieve boxes of  papers.

Second, the Pinellas County Sheriff ’s 
Department held Operation Medicine 
Cabinet at the same time. Residents were 
able to safely dispose of  old or unused 
medications.

In this photo Sheriff  Bob Gualtieri 
can be seen assisting the shredders.

             (OTOW News photo by Doug Kates)

By Joe Wisinski
If  you mention the name “Google,” 

the typical computer user will think 
“searching the Internet.”

And rightly so.
Google’s first endeavor was a search 

engine. But Google is much more now. 
The On Top of  the World Comput-

er Club recently learned about some of  
Google’s many services while holding a 
meeting on Zoom. 

Club member Charlie Wood taught 
our members about Google Docs and 
Google Sheets. These are free alternatives 
to the more widely known writing pro-
grams Microsoft Word and Excel. 

The Docs or Sheets applications con-
tain most of  the features of  their Micro-
soft counterparts. Also, documents cre-
ated in Docs or Sheets can be opened and 
edited in Word or Excel, which makes it 
easy to share documents between the ap-
plications.

The club also learned about Google 
Maps. Although the map application 
is best known for getting people from 
“here” to “there,” it contains many more 
useful features, including the ability to 
look at hotel prices, gas station locations, 
and more as you travel.

Users can also research airline flight 
times and ticket prices from within the 
app.

All these features, and more, are free, 
although a Google account, also free, is 
required.

Computer Club President Mike Wood 
said members profited from the session. 

“Several of  our Zoom attendees com-
mented on how helpful it was,” Mike said. 

“They liked learning about the myriad of  
apps available through the Google Suite 
for free.”

The club will continue holding virtual 
meetings for the foreseeable future. Any 
OTOW resident who would like to visit or join 
may send an email to otowcc@gmail.com. 
The club will respond with a link to our 
Zoom meetings.

When safety guidelines are lifted and 
we can host more than 20 people in the 
Belleair Room, the club will resume regu-
lar Saturday morning meetings. Watch for 
updates in future newspapers. 

For more information about the 
Computer Club, go to www.otowcc.com.

About the Computer Club
The Computer Club meets every Sat-

urday morning at 8:30 using the Zoom 
virtual meeting platform.

Visitors are welcome. Sessions usually 
consist of  presentations or discussions led 
by club members or guest speakers. Time 
is also made available to ask questions.

The club also offers assistance to any 
OTOW resident with technology-related 
questions or issues. Help is currently avail-
able, by appointment only, in the West Ac-
tivity Center Computer Lab on Wednesday 

mornings from 8:30-10 a.m. The services 
are free and Computer Club membership 
is not required. Email otowcc@gmail.com 
to request an appointment.

The Computer Club does not offer 
in-home repair services, although we can 
offer assistance in locating service provid-
ers. 

Not only does Google Maps tell you how to get from ‘here’ to 
‘there,’ it also shows motel prices, gas stations, rest areas and more 
along the way.

Computer Club teaching residents 
technology-related lessons via Zoom meetings

Congratulations go out to Milt Fahling, who re-
corded his first career hole-in-one on the first hole 

of  the On Top of  the World nine-hole course.
His shot took place in mid-February using a 

driver. Witnesses were Gary Downer and Wayne 
Taylor.

Milt Fahling scores first hole-in-one
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The Press Association staff  is used to 
providing good news.

In February, the staff  went a step fur-
ther - it collected good news.

Nearly 20 people attended the Press 
Association meeting last month and ev-
eryone was encouraged to bring in two 
items for the club’s own little food dona-
tion drive.

In the end, more than 40 cans were 
collected and handed over to Jim and 
Maureen Bjorgo, who in turn delivered 
the items to a local food pantry trying to 
restock shelves after the holidays.

“It was a team effort,” said Editor 
Doug Kates. “Just like putting together a 
newspaper, we came up with a plan and 
everyone contributed. We were glad to 
help - even if  it’s a small donation.”

Another team effort has been the 
ability to produce newspapers.

The newspaper you are reading today 
marks the 12th edition the Press Association 
has printed since health restrictions went 
into effect at the start of  the pandemic. 

Local editors, writers, photographers 
and proofreaders have been able to pro-
duce a newspaper every month. There 
have been no skipped months.

Doug thanked everyone at the live meet-
ing and also thanked nine other staff  mem-
bers who attended via a Zoom meeting.

In the February newspaper, there 
were 50 articles and 42 advertisers. Doug 

called these two numbers “exceptional” 
considering the times.

He said it was also time to reward 
those individuals who have been contrib-
uting to the newspaper since lockdowns 
went into place.

Normally, in the spring, the newspa-
per staff  would hold its annual Apprecia-
tion Luncheon - a time when a caterer is 
hired, staff  meets for lunch and the news-
paper pays the bill.

But this year, there can be no indoor 
meals at the East Activity Center and not 
enough seats are available at the pavilion.

Doug proposed having the 2021 Ap-
preciation Luncheon on April 1 at Philippe 

Park in Safety Harbor where up to 50 
staffers could have lunch “picnic style” 
and still observe all safety guidelines. 

The idea was supported at the Febru-
ary monthly meeting, but as this newspa-
per went to press, only eight people signed 
up for the event. It may not take place.

While a plan was in place to have indi-
vidual boxed lunches and have a majority 
of  staff  bring lawn chairs for sitting 6 feet 
apart, registration indicates that people 
don’t feel safe yet.

“I don’t see us holding an Apprecia-
tion Luncheon for eight people,” Doug 
said. “Our annual luncheon is a special 
time to thank everyone for all their hard 

work, but if  it is too early to be together 
as an entire staff, we will have to come up 
with an alternate plan or wait.”

The next Press Association meet-
ing will be 1 p.m., Thursday, March 4 in 
the West Activity Center Belleair Room. 
Please note the room change. We are lim-
ited to only 20 people in this room. This 
meeting will be dedicated to planning our 
April 1 meeting. If  you would like to con-
tribute to the conversation, please attend.

Otherwise, the last regular meeting of  
the season will take place 1 p.m., Thursday, 
May 6, in the auditorium. For both meet-
ings, please wear a face mask and don’t 
bring any food or water in to the room.

When the Press Association heard Good Neighbors Association was collecting canned food items to help restock 
food pantry shelves after the holidays, club members stepped in. During their monthly meeting in February, staffers 
donated more than 40 cans of food. Above, Editor Doug Kates shows off the collected donations.

Press Association staff collect cans of food 
to help a local pantry restock its shelves
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By Dale Stackhouse
Snowbirds are continuing to enjoy 

Zoom line dance classes every Wednesday 
morning at 10 a.m.

Some lucky participants are at On 
Top of  the World, but there are many 
other Snowbirds whose wings have been 
clipped this year.

It is not so unusual for a typical 
Wednesday morning to begin with the 
question, “How much snow do you have?”

Line Dance instructors Ed and Dol-
ly Folland have been asking members to 
share what they have been doing during 
these unusual and trying times. They have 
been getting a wide variety of  answers.  

Many dancers have taken up cooking 
and are experimenting with homemade 
bread and even ice cream!

Knitting, sewing and crocheting are 
favorite activities, as well as various crafts 
and artistic endeavors.

Some brave souls are braving the ele-
ments and snowshoeing or hiking.

Others are staying indoors and doing 
online fitness, yoga and Zumba classes. 

Reading and puzzles are popular, and 
of  course we are all probably watching 
too much television.

We hear that Yoda the line dancing 
parrot has begun whistling the theme for 
Family Feud!

If  you have an activity you have 
found that helps you cope with this pan-
demic, please share! The one thing every-
one seems to agree upon however, is that 
Wednesday has become a favorite day, 
because we have our Zoom class to look 
forward to.

Some people are Zooming for health 
reasons because they are unable to dance. 

Others enjoy tuning in just to see old 
friends and take part in the social time.

So, we all would like to express our 
gratitude to Ed and Dolly for recogniz-
ing how much we have been missing line 
dance classes and each other. They have 
put in many hours of  work figuring it all 
out and improving it week by week. They 
are brightening our days and improving 

our physical and mental health.
“Remember, it is health that is the real 

wealth, and not pieces of  gold or silver.”
If  you would like to be added to the 

Zoom Line Dance wait list, contact Ed 
Foland        endfoland@aol.com   or go 
to otowboxoffice.com and click on Snow-
birds Club.

You don’t even have to move your feet to 
enjoy a social hour of Zoom line dancing

Jan Springer participates in a ZOOM line dance class with other Snowbirds across the country. People who partici-
pate can accept the fact that they are just dancing in their living rooms, or they can use their imaginations to pretend 
they are line dancing on a tropical island.                          (Artwork by Patricia Martel)

By Mike Wood
As the Jesters prepare to resume film-

ing its 2021 socially distant and CDC-
appropriate show, “BAM! - A Tribute to 
Boomer-Age Music,” we’d like to go back 
92 years to one of  the great comedy duos 
of  all time, George Burns and Gracie Al-
len, for this historical Vaudeville sketch…

Burns: Do you like to love?
Allen: No.
Burns: Like to kiss?
Allen: No.
Burns: What do you like?
Allen: Lamb chops.
Burns: Lamb chops? Could you eat 

two big lamb chops alone?
Allen: Alone? Oh, no, not alone. With 

potatoes I could.
OK. We “jest” had to start this article 

with a light icebreaker...
Anyway, now that that’s out of  the 

way and we have your attention, the Jest-
ers are very anxious to get back to film-
ing “BAM! - A Tribute to Boomer-Age 
Music,” now that On Top of  the World 
residents are getting their COVID-19 vac-
cinations.

As soon as the actors have been fully 
immunized, show directors Pat Sprouse and 
Evelyn Flam will be back behind the camera 
putting together one heck of  a show.

Part of  the show is already in the can 
(digitally saved, for those of  you who for-
got what ‘in the can’ means… “jest” pull-
ing your legs…).

“Jest” to wet your whistles, so to 
speak, “BAM! – A Tribute to Boomer-
Age Music” will include vaudevillian-style 
comedy and musical highlights of  baby 
boomer genres from the ‘60s and ‘70s.  

In conclusion, the Jesters truly appre-
ciate your patience as we work through 
this trying time. We are diligently working 
on our show so we can bring you a lot of  
big smiles and great music.   

For Jester information, call us at 
727-797-1761 or email us at 
JestForFun21@gmail.com.

As always, we are happy to answer 
your questions about how you can get 
involved, how you can be a part of  this 
coming year’s show, and, of  course, how 
you can order your copy of  “BAM! - A 
Tribute to Boomer-Age Music.”

You can become a member of  the 
Jesters by contacting our Membership 
Chairperson Lillian Foy at 727-474-6307.

We look forward to hearing from you 
and getting together “Jest For Fun!”

Once vaccinated - the show will go on!
‘BAM! A Tribute to Boomer-Age Music’
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By David Beaven
Neighborhood Watch is concerned 

with the safety of  all our residents here at 
On Top of  the World.

We know that many of  our neigh-
bors live alone. As we get older, we be-
come more susceptible to having a fall or 
accident at home where we could injure 
ourselves.

We all remember the old commercial 
where the lady lies on the ground and calls 
out: “Help. I’ve fallen and I can’t get up.” 
This is a serious situation as people can 
end up on a floor for hours and even days. 

One option is for people to contact 
medical alert companies and ask about 
safety programs.

Another solution can involve hav-
ing a “buddy” who checks in with you by 
phone, text or email every day to make 
sure you are OK.

Or an alternative option is to simply 
open the curtains in your front window 
in the morning, which signals to a neigh-
bor or special friends that you’re up and 
about. This means those friends should 
sense concern if  they notice your curtains 
are closed all day.

Make arrangements so your friends 
can check on you, perhaps even with a 
house key to get in, if  that’s the arrange-
ment.

One further option that I recently 
learned about is a smart phone check-in 
service that is free.

This is an app that can be download-
ed from your phone’s app store. The app 
is called Snug Safety. You register your in-
formation and supply an emergency con-
tact.

Each day, you check in by a set time. 
If  you don’t check in, Snug Safety will 
send you a text messages to remind you. 
You simply hit the check symbol and 
you’re done.

If  you don’t check in, Snug Safety will 
text you several times. If  there is still no 
response, they send a text message to your 
emergency contact.

Though I don’t live alone, I registered 
and found this service quick and easy.

As a help to me, who doesn’t always 

hear the reminder texts, I set an alarm on 
my phone to go off  each morning to re-
mind me to “check in.”

For more information, you can visit 
their website: snugsafe.com. 

Using one of  the above suggestions 
should give you peace of  mind and may 
save your life in the future.

If  you would like to find out more 
about Neighborhood Watch, go to our web-
page at areawatch2020.blogspot.com.

Editor’s Note

On Top of  the World
employees are not permitted 

to knock on doors to check on a 
resident’s well-being.

If  you are concerned about 
the health of  a resident, who has 

not responded to phone calls,
text messages or emails,

please call the Pinellas County 
Sheriff ’s Department at

(727) 582-6200 and
ask for a Welfare Check. 

Please do not wait days
if  you are concerned.

Some day you may need assistance and cannot reach 
a phone - do you have a plan for getting help?
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By Leila Walker
During the Line Dance Club annual 

business meeting held on Tuesday, Jan. 12, 
officers were installed.

The meeting was conducted under 
Robert’s Rules of  Order by Leila Walker, 
2020 president. 

The officers are as follows: Leila 
Walker, president; and Ute Scheibe, trea-
surer; Lynn Anzalone, vice president.

The term of  the office will be for one 
year. 

During 2020, the club introduced 
many new dances and incorporated a new 
program format. 

New instructors were identified and 
trained. There was a continued presence 
of  the club in the OTOW News and on 
Facebook.

Of  course, like all groups, our club 
could not offer the social events that we 
had offered prior to the pandemic.

Still, On Top of  the World Line Danc-
ing sessions are still being offered during 
the pandemic, but you must be registered 
for the session you want to attend.  This is 
because we can only have 25 line dancers 
in the auditorium at one time.

The times for the sessions are as fol-
lows:

On Tuesdays an Advanced Beginner 
session is being offered from 11 a.m. to 
noon in the auditorium.

On Tuesdays an Improver Session  for 

more experienced line dancers, is being of-
fered from noon to 1 p.m. in the auditorium.

If  you are interested in one of  these 
sessions, you can register by contacting 
the club’s president at Leila.g.walker1@
gmail.com or text/call 443-845-7842..

New officers plan to keep line dancing 
active during these challenging times

During the Line Dance Club annual meeting in February, there was, of course, 
line dancing. Pictured above are club members safely dancing in the auditorium.

The EAC Auditorium will be closed to activities 
on March 4, 5 and 12 as COVID-19 vaccines are administered.
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By Mary Slack Maynard
Spring!
The time of  year people begin emerg-

ing from the deep, dark winter months, 
and go looking for signs of  new life pok-
ing through the ground and budding on 
trees.

Except, of  course, if  you live in Flor-
ida, where we have beautiful weather and 
can roam through nature all year ‘round.

In previous articles, I’ve mentioned 
finding inspiration to create art in many 
different places. Nature is one of  my fa-
vorite sources. 

I am on a mailing list for the Draw 
Paint Academy. Artist Dan Scott shares 
information and tips on finding inspira-
tion and on improving artwork on the site.  

Dan recently sent what he calls his 
“1-Page Painting Planner,” and then a few 
days later he sent a photo of  a water scene 
that he used as an inspiration piece. He 
used the planner to map out a painting.  

The purpose of  the planner is to look 
at what you want to create, the steps for 
determining just how you want to repre-
sent it, and what you want to convey.

The Painting Planner includes ques-
tions the artist should ask, including:

• Focal Point—what is the main idea 
or focal point?

• Features—what are the key features 
of  your piece? This could include color, 
light, what “feeling” you are trying to con-

vey.
• Are there aspects of  the inspiration 

piece that are challenging? As an artist 
friend of  mine often says, don’t copy your 
inspiration piece. Make it your own.

• What is your strategy for creating 
the piece? Where should you start?

• Can you visualize the finished piece?
• What colors will you need?
• What tools will you need? Will a 

palette knife make the painting more dra-
matic than a brush would?

• Is there anything else you can draw 
inspiration from?

Once you have gone through all of  
the planning steps, then set out your can-
vas or paper, paint, and any other tools 
you will use and begin to create.

The featured painting this month, “A 
Gull’s Day at the Beach,” is one I did that 

is an example of  visualizing a finished 
painting that is different from the inspira-
tion piece.

The original painting included a palm 
tree and beach path. But my mind took 
me back to the carefree spring and sum-
mer days spent at Clearwater Beach, often 
fighting off  the Laughing Gulls trying to 
steal the snacks we had.  

Be free. Create!

A Gull’s Day at the Beach by Mary Slack Maynard

Before you paint, decide what you want to accomplish - 
how do you want your audience to feel?

By Joanne Cordes
When is the last time you thought 

about your family heirlooms? Really given 
them some serious consideration?

How do we create the ties that bind 
them to future family generations?

For some of  us, we have family heir-
looms all around us. They decorate our 
family rooms, dining rooms, wardrobes, 
jewelry boxes, recipe boxes and gun cases. 

Our heirlooms may be many genera-
tions old and passed along for centuries. 

Or they can be newer, something in-
herited from a parent or grandparent that 
will be passed along in the future.

These treasures may be valued at 
many thousands of  dollars or they may 
have strictly sentimental value.

But lack of  monetary value makes 

them no less beloved.
Since COVID-19 quarantining these 

past many months, I have taken a renewed 
interest in my own family heirlooms.

My favorite is an antique cocktail ring 
designed in the late 1800s by my maternal 
great-great-grandfather who was a jeweler.

He gave the ring to his daughter, 
Anna Katherine, for her 18th birthday 
and it has passed to each generation for 

nearly 150 years.
When I wear it, I’m reminded of  my 

mother and grandmother. The ring keeps 
their memories on the surface of  my heart 
and brings me great joy. 

I’ve decided that now is the time to 
write down my ring’s history and prove-
nance and include a copy on acid-free pa-
per with my estate papers. A list of  own-
ers, with birth and death dates, and any 
stories I know about it, will be invaluable.

After this extended pause on meet-
ings, I can sense a positive change in the 
country and here in our community. Your 
Family History group is planning on start-
ing up meetings again, including the first 
one on Monday, Nov. 8, 1-2:30 p.m. in the 
West Activity Learning Lab.

We hope you will join us.

Ties that bind with family heirlooms

1800 Cocktail Ring
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By Laurie Fischer
Even though Theater Workshop can-

celed its March 2021 show months ago, 
the club is still holding meetings and still 
planning for 2022.

The 2021 show was canceled for safe-
ty reasons, but club members are meeting 
monthly on ZOOM to stay up-to-date on 
future plans.

At this point in time, it is unknown 
what the status of  the East Activity Cen-
ter will be for this upcoming fall and win-
ter. We do not know if  we will be able to 
hold rehearsals.

Whether you are a seasoned profes-
sional with decades of  theatrical experi-
ence, or someone who has always wanted 
to appear on stage singing, dancing and 
acting with little or no experience, Theater 
Workshop is still a place for you. 

Our club emphasizes fun and cama-
raderie as we put our musical shows to-
gether.

If  you are interested in joining The-
ater Workshop for the 2021/2022 sea-
son, please contact Laurie Fischer at 
LBF1954@gmail.com.  

We are currently in the process of  

looking for creative ideas and a Directing 
Team for a proposed March 2022 show.

Elections for our 2021/2022 Board 
of  Directors will take place during a 
ZOOM meeting on March 24.

We are looking forward to safer days 
ahead when all Theater Workshop mem-
bers will be able entertain you live on stage 
and have you attend in person once again. 

In the meantime, please stay safe and 
get vaccinated!

Best wishes!

You are invited to join 
Theater Workshop
for 2021-22 season

By Marvin Flam
As you know, The Entertainment 

Committee planned to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary with exciting shows, Saturday 
night dances and a dozen Sunday Meet & 
Greets.

However, something called the “CO-
VID-19 Virus” messed up our good in-
tentions.

We look forward to a short time down 
the road when we can resume our sched-
ule and make tickets available for a spar-
kling array of  shows and dances, including 
New Year’s Eve.

We’ll keep you informed as to when 
we can again celebrate together and you 
can create your own party by getting a 
group of  friends or neighbors together 
for a fun night out.

It will be nice again to be able to at-
tend a party without having to leave the 
On Top of  the World campus.

The fun nights will return where you 
can once again bring snacks and beverages 
of  your choice, and have us provide the 
ice and coffee.

We also hope to be able to sched-
ule our once a month Sunday Meet and 
Greets again. These events normally be-
gin at 2 p.m. on Sundays in the East Activ-
ity Center auditorium.

No tickets were required and the seat-
ing was always open.

We’ll post the new schedule of  pro-
fessional entertainment and fun events, 
such as our horse races, as soon as it is 
safely feasible. We look forward to getting 
together again to greet old friends and 
meet new ones.

As you know, the Entertainment 
Committee is a non-profit club. Since it 
began 50-plus years ago, the Entertain-
ment Committee has brought some great 
professional entertainment to OTOW and 

the community’s support has resulted in 
the club’s continued success.

Thank you OTOW!
The Entertainment Committee has 

always returned surplus funds back into 
the community after operational costs are 
met.  

In the ‘70s, our leftover funds helped 
refurbish the ceiling and other finishes in 
the auditorium, and improvements to the 
sound and lighting systems.

Over the years, we have provided 
funds for chairs, tables, additional sound 
and lighting system improvements, stage 
curtains and stage floor projects to name 
a few.

The Entertainment Committee also 
provided sound and lighting support for 
the Jesters shows in February and The 
Theater Workshop shows in March.

In addition, the Entertainment Com-
mittee has also supported several clubs 

and groups like Good Neighbors Asso-
ciation. We thank the residents for their 
support which allows our club to continue 
to provide improvements and support for 
the residents

We soon hope to be able to say, “Get 
your tickets.”

For more information call 
(727) 449-9243 or email us at 
entcom2014@gmail.com.  

Our information can be viewed on 
OTOW-TV channel 732.

You can call or visit the Community 
Service Office in the East Activity Cen-
ter for our latest news.  Check the bulletin 
boards in the EAC, West Activity Center 
and your building.

Lastly, go to the Box Office at 
otowboxoffice.com and look for our link

The fun will continue and we look 
forward to you joining our celebration!

Be patient - we will be hosting parties soon
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Softball
By Bob Rittner

When 27 or more players show up to 
play, it often requires us to organize into 
three teams.

The procedure is for each team to hit, 
then sit and finally field in each inning.

East Siders 9
West Siders 8

2nd Time Sports 3

Ordinarily a game featuring four 
home runs would be headlined with the 
names Mike Sieber, Bob Dembinski, Hen-
ry Buyny and Joe DeChiaro as the heroes. 

But Rick Champ dominated post-
game discussion due to two spectacular 
outfield catches - one backhanded-catch 
below his knees and the other an over-the-
head grab of  a crushed fly ball.

East Siders scored in every inning ex-
cept the last inning. The first omen of  of-
fensive dominance was a leadoff  double 
by Karen French that opened a three-run 
inning climaxed by Cindy McCarthy’s RBI 
single. 

Ironically, none of  the homers were 
from this team, although Joe Maley 
slugged three hits as did Joe Brandao. 

West Siders rallied for five runs over 
the last two innings to make it close. The 
hitting stars were Reggie Phelan, Mike 
Sieber, Bill Lepping, Robert Bannick and 
Bob Dembinski. 

West Siders 9
2nd Time Sports 7

Not all spectacular plays occur on 
deep flies or smoking liners.

Pitcher Bill Lepping bolted off  the 
mound to snag a weak liner, doubling a 
shocked runner at first who never thought 
Bill had a chance to get to the ball. The 
play ended a promising inning with two 
runs in. If  not for the defensive play, the 
bases would have been loaded.

Despite Joe DeChiaro’s homer, West 
Siders won. There was a triple by George 
Morgan and three hits each by Joe Bran-
dao, Lenny Segall and Bob Dembinski.

West Siders 13
2nd Time Sports 3

Because there is no such thing as a 
sure out in senior softball, every out is 
precious.

A “good try” instead of  a “great play” 
can open up a big inning. Middle infielder 
Jim Kemp demonstrated just how impor-
tant a great play is, making at least four of  
them to stifle potential rallies.

He reached across his body for a 
shoe-top grab of  a low liner, drifted back 
to catch a difficult pop-up, turned a classic 
double play and sprinted in to short hop 
a dying quail to get a force out at second. 
His three hits and three RBI were just ic-
ing on the cake.

Excellent defense was a hallmark 
of  the game as shortstop Joe Brandao 
seemed to cover the entire left side of  the 
infield. Lenny Segall short-hopped a siz-
zling liner and threw out a speedy runner. 
Henry Zussman scooped a low throw at 
first. 

West Siders 11
2nd Time Sports 5

East Siders 5

West Siders scored in every inning 
and Joe DeChiaro homered in his eighth 
consecutive game matching Don Mat-
tingly’s, Dale Long’s and Ken Griffey Jr.’s 
major league record.

Leadoff  hitter Ron Shields returned 
from the north with three straight hits.

East Siders 7
West Siders 6

2nd Time Sports 5

Henry Buyny’s three hits, including a 
double, and Bob Dembinski’s three hits, 
two doubles, led the East Siders charge. 

Each team had a three-run inning, but 
the East Siders scored in every inning.  Joe 
Brandao, who ranged from shortstop to 
the right field side of  second base, made a 
spectacular catch - a knee-high backhand 
of  a sinking liner.

2nd Time Sports 9
West Siders 7

Here is how legends develop. 
Future generations will sing the ballad 

of  Joe DeChiaro’s magic play. The short-
stop ranged deep into left field to back-
hand a line drive on the grass, wheeled 
and shotgunned a strike to first base to 
double up the runner. 

Vying for game honors were Scott 
Ryberg with three spectacular running 
basket catches and middle infielder Alex 
Scaranda whose picture-perfect pivot was 
the key to two double plays.

For the West Siders, Cindy McCarthy 
homered to erase an early two run deficit, 
but 2nd Time Sports scored twice in the 
next two innings on triples by Bob Rittner 
and Henry Buyny. Both runs were driven 
in by Alex and Henry Zussman, respec-
tively.

For information about our softball/
stickball league, call Lenny Segall (560-
2620) or Bob Rittner (729-7970) or visit 
us on the Box Office at otowboxoffice.
com

Defense is key as ‘seniors’ show 
even they can turn double plays

By Wendy Colquhoun 
Where have all the On Top of  the World lawn bowlers gone?
Why to the Clearwater Lawn Bowls Facility.
Come watch us play and learn about the game.
Looking for a low-impact exercise? Lawn bowls is for you. Men and women are 

able to compete equally in this sport. 
While our own On Top of  the World lawn bowl courts are under reconstruction, 

we play in Clearwater at 9:30 a.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday with an 
evening game at 3:30 on Wednesdays.

Soon we will be returning to play on our newly renovated courts. Dates and times 
will change slightly with the return home. I will keep you posted.

To play lawn bowling, no fancy attire is required, just simply sensible flat-soled 
shoes.

The Lawn Bowls Club will lend you bowls and provide lessons for any resident 
with a current activity card. Fresh air, fun, exercise and meeting new people - what more 
could you ask for?

Never heard of  lawn bowls?
The internet is a valuable source of  information. Watch videos that range from 

world class tournaments to tips for beginners. Multiple internet sites are available that 
share the centuries old history of  the game.

If  you are interested in learning to lawn bowl, contact Wendy Colquhoun at 
nurseartist.wc@gmail.com. As soon as the lawn bowling courts are ready, lessons will 
start. The first class has already started to form.

Pictured above, from left to right, are five On Top of the World lawn bowlers 
on the Clearwater courts:  John Wigle, Wendy Colquhoun, Barb Lenzi , Mike 
Lenzi and John Williams. Note the extended delivery stick used by Barb, 
John and John. This stick will assist people with bad knees and similar issues.

Lawn bowlers hope to wrap up play soon at Clearwater courts
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By Joe DeChiaro
February was the first time in 12 years that the Super Bowl was played in Tampa so 

members of  the On Top of  the World Tennis Club decided to visit and enjoy the NFL 
Experience at Jane B. Lane Park in Tampa.

The NFL Experience is an annual event hosted by the Super Bowl city. It offers 
fans a chance to see past Super Bowl memorabilia, participate in football fun games and 
have pictures taken with anything Super Bowl.

Bruce McMaster and myself  went the first time. Everyone had to wear a mask 
the entire day in the park. We walked around and took photos of  ourselves alongside 
displays with our favorite teams. Even though the Buccaneers and Kansas City Chiefs 
were the two teams playing in the big game, every team was represented with displays.

We visited the Super Bowl LIV Experience Gallery where we got to see a replica 
locker room with a player from each NFL team.

There were many skill-related activities throughout the park. The lines were long 
but everyone was having fun.

After a couple of  hours walking and taking photos, we stopped for lunch. As we 
were leaving, we passed a gift shop and purchased a hat and shirt of  our favorite team.

A couple of  days later, I went back for a second time. This time, Karen French, and 
Julie and Tom Stephens, joined me at the park again.

We visited a Vince Lombardi Trophy display and took pictures of  ourselves with 
the trophy. This was the same trophy awarded to the Buccaneers after their big victory.

Karen French and myself  decided to test our skills as we competed in the com-
bined obstacle course. This is what college football graduates do every spring to try to 
impress NFL scouts before the draft.

After a couple of  hours of  walking and taking more photos, we all had lunch at one 
of  the food trucks in the park.

Overall, everyone enjoyed this experience and when the Vince Lombardi Trophy 
was raised after the game, we all looked at each other and said we saw the trophy in 
person!

Karen French, Joe DeChiaro, Julie Stephens and Tom Stephens have their 
picture taken with the Super Bowl trophy at The NFL Experience.

Twelve years worth the wait to enjoy The NFL Experience

By Janice Berman
This month I found myself  visiting 

Central Park. No, I didn’t go to New York 
City. I went to Largo. It’s a short 20-min-
ute drive from On Top of  the World.

 Largo Central Park is beautiful. It is a 
70-acre park located in the heart of  Largo 
at 101 Central Park Drive.

Its rolling grounds, fountains and 
landmark clock tower have set it apart as 
one of  the finest parks in the county.

This is no surprise because Largo has 
earned the title of  National Arbor Day 
Tree City for more than 30 years.

Tree City Rainbow Rotary, located 
in Central Park, is one of  the only play-
grounds in the Tampa Bay area com-
pletely accessible to disabled users. It also 
has a new workout area named Fit Zone, 
which has many workout stations like 
those found at a traditional gym. You will 
see many families using this zone and you 
may be encouraged to try a few pieces of  
equipment yourself !

This 70-acre recreational area features 
a community center where live perfor-
mances are returning with limited audi-
ences.

As you walk a three-quarter mile trail 
through the park, you will come upon 
the James S. Miles and Richard A. Lean-

dri Military Court of  Honor. Here, each 
branch of  the military is represented. You 
will find yourself  with a renewed appre-
ciation for the sacrifice made by so many 
American heroes.

Before you return to OTOW, I rec-
ommend visiting Gallery 120 at the Largo 
Public Library to see the New Beginnings 
2021 Art Show.

The library address is 120 Central 
Park Drive, Largo. Find it across from the 
Park.

You will enjoy art created by local art-
ist - some of  them you are sure to know. 
Catch this show Monday through Saturday 
until March 30. Library hours vary a little, 
but if  you visit from 10 a.m. -5 p.m. you 
will find an open library. Place a vote for 
the People’s Choice Award before leaving.

The weather is perfect for a little out-
door activity, so head to the park!

This is the entrance to the Military Court of Honor in Largo. It is a part of 
Central Park in Largo. (OTOW News photo by Janice Berman)

You do not have to go to New York City
if you want to visit a Central Park
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COOKING TOOLS
Wok

Woks are made of  carbon steel.
Since the wok is not moved around 

on the stove, it can be heavy; but it should 
not be too thick or it will take too long to 
heat.

Woks are sold in Chinese stores, gour-
met cookware shops, department stores, 
and of  course, online.

The best size of  wok for Western 
stoves is 14 inches in diameter.

The wok rests on a ring and is not 
moved during cooking. The ring sits on 
the stove burner (narrow side up on a gas 
stove or wide side up on an electric stove) 
to get the bottom of  the wok closer to the 
heat source.

A wok this size is big enough to hold 
a whole fish, chicken or small pieces of   
meats.

Frying Strainer
The best strainer has a bamboo han-

dle and a flat, slightly concave, wire mesh.  
The bamboo handle does not con-

duct heat and the wire mesh is perfect for 
removing deep-fried food from hot oil.

Spatula
The wide blade of  the spatula scoops 

up food efficiently for stirring.

Ladle
A ladle serves a dual purpose: It 

scoops cooked food from the wok and it 
functions as a small bowl for mixing sauce 
right over the wok.

Bamboo Steamer
Bamboo steamers are designed to fit 

inside a wok and can be used one at a time, 
or stacked one atop the other, to make ef-
ficient use of  the same heat source.

Never wash the steamer with deter-
gent. The bamboo absorbs the flavor of  
the detergent.

  
ESSENTAL INGREDIENTS
FOR CHINESE COOKING

Asian sesame oil
This is made from white sesame seeds 

that are toasted to an aromatic, golden-
brown state and then ground to extract 
their oil.

Chenkiang rice vinegar
Made from sticky rice and salt. This 

robust vinegar provides a handsome, 
deep-brown color, as well as rich complex 
flavor.

Dark or light soy sauce
This is soy with heft and hue, more of  

an increase in color and richness.

Dried red chili pepper flakes
Keep dried red chili pepper flakes  

on hand for scattering into stir-fries when 
you want some heat .

Five-spice powder
This spice mixture is a signature sea-

soning of  the Western region of  China 
and is valued as a complement to braised 
dishes and stir-fries.

Fresh Ginger
Slice in thin coins. Cut into shreds or 

slivers.

Hoisin sauce
As thick as apple butter and endowed 

with a deep, plush sweetness.

Oyster sauce
This lustrous dark-brown essence is a 

salty signature of  Cantonese cooking.

Rock sugar
This looks like a rough gemstone right 

out of  the quarry, with its translucent am-
ber color and hard yet crumbly texture.

Sherry
Dry sherry, such as amontillado, is 

a very good substitute for Shaoxing rice 
wine.

  

CHINESE COOKING
METHODS

Stir Frying
This is the most common. There are 

certain rules to make the most out of  stir 
frying. 

1. Make sure oil is in the wok and be-
ing heated on high heat.

2. If  you are cooking meat, brown the 
meat and set it aside.

3. When cooking vegetables, you’ll 
need to understand how long it takes for 
certain vegetables to be done. Generally 
I cook onions and carrots first and then 
beansprouts, sweetcorn and peas last.

4. Add the meat back in so that all 
the ingredients finish cooking at the same 
time.

Deep Frying
Deep frying is used quite a bit in Chi-

nese cooking for things which include 
batter, such as sweet and sour chicken or 
spring rolls and chicken, or duck.

1.  With deep frying, use your wok on 
high heat.

2. You also want to make sure you 
don’t overcrowd your wok as this can low-
er the temperature of  the oil.

3. When placing things in the wok of  

hot oil, slide it in slowly rather than drop-
ping them in to avoid splatter.

Steaming
Steaming is a hugely popular method 

of  Chinese cooking. The method is cook-
ing food via steam.

Water is continuously boiled and cre-
ates steam which in turn cooks the food 
which is not touching the water.

To steam food, you will need a bam-
boo steamer that you place in a water 
filled wok. The water boils underneath it 
and creates steam.

Braising
Braising is a method where food is 

lightly fried and then stewed in a pot for an 
hour or more.

When braising, it is best to cut all of  
your ingredients the same size - that way 
they take the same amount of  time to cook.

Roasting
Roasting is a really traditional Chinese 

way of  cooking meat. It takes a while to 
marinade and prepare, and then the meat 
is roasted. The skin is usually crispy.

Meat usually takes center stage and 
is served with  steamed rice and Chinese 
vegetables.

Basic Chinese cooking tools

Cooking Directions
In a medium bowl, combine soy sauce, wine and cornstarch, and stir to mix well.
Add the beef, toss to season it evenly and set aside for 10 minutes.
In a small bowl, combine the oyster sauce, water, sugar, and salt then stir.
Heat the oil in a wok or a large, deep skillet. Add the ginger and toss.
Scatter in the beef  and spread it out into a single layer over the surface of  the pan. Let the beef  

cook undisturbed for 15 seconds and then toss
Add carrots and cook tossing now and then until they are shiny and softened, about 30 seconds.
Add the oyster sauce mixture, pouring it in around the sides of  the pan.
Cook, tossing often, until the beef  is cooked and the sauce thickens and evenly coats the beef  

- about 1 minute. Add the green onions and toss well. 

Time to practice what you just learned
Beef  In Oyster Sauce

Ingredients

2 tablespoon soy sauce
1 tablespoon Shaoxing rice wine
1 teaspoon cornstarch
3/4 pound thinly sliced beef
2 tablespoon oyster sauce
1 tablespoon water

1 teaspoon sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoon vegetable oil
2 teaspoons chopped ginger
3/4 cup shredded carrots
3 tbsp thinly sliced green onion



ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS                                March 2021  / Page 31

Disclaimer:  Good nutrition is one of  the key 
foundations of  good health. This column is not 
intended to provide medical advice.  The reader 
should consult a physician for medical advice.

Email questions, suggestions and comments to

Marie
marieshealthyfood@gmail.com

Also, visit the Box Office

for past recipes in this newspaper.

otowboxoffice.com

Ingredients

Health Value

The Science

Disclaimer / Links

Instructions

  (i) wisechoicemarket.com/blog/
  (ii) medicalnewstoday.com

So many of  us miss the excitement 
and adventure of  traveling during this 
pandemic. 

Part of  the fun of  travel is the en-
joyment of  new foods. 

So why not have some fun wher-
ever you are? 

Dress up in an island outfit. Put on 
a straw hat and play reggae music. Then 
sit down with a friend for this wonder-
ful fish soup.  

1 can Rotel® diced tomatoes with
 lime juice and cilantro
1 white onion, chopped
1 red bell pepper, seeded and diced
2 tablespoons minced fresh cilantro
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 teaspoon paprika
Salt and freshly ground pepper
2 limes
1/2 pound firm white fish, like cod 
1/2 pound raw shrimp, shelled
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 can (14 oz.) coconut milk
1 cup fish stock (or clam juice)
3 green onions, chopped
2 cups cooked jasmine rice

1. Assemble all ingredients on counter.
2. In a bowl, combine the tomatoes, on-

ion, garlic, spices and the juice of  one lime.  
Cut fish and shrimp into one-inch pieces.  
Add to the bowl and gently spoon the mari-
nade over to cover fish. Cover the bowl and 
refrigerate for one hour.

3. Cook the rice following package di-
rections.

4. In a large, heavy pot, warm olive oil. 
Remove fish from bowl, brushing off  mari-
nade. Add marinade and bell pepper to the 
pot and simmer for 8 to 10 minutes. 

5. Add coconut milk and stock. Bring to 
a boil.  Reduce heat to simmer.  Add fish and 
cooked rice. Gently simmer until the fish be-
gins to flake - about 4 to 5 minutes. 

6. Garnish with green onions and cilan-
tro. Season with a few drops of  hot sauce.   
Grace with lime wedges at the table. Serves 
four.

Brazilians call this dish 
Moqueca (pronounced “mo-
KEY-ca”) and it can vary from 
region to region. But what is 
common is the use of  several 
varieties of  fish cooked in one 
pot with vegetables and herbs. 

Creamy coconut milk im-
parts richness and sweetness. 
Lime juice and fresh cilantro 
create light and bright flavors.  
Rice helps thicken the soup.  

My dear chefs, use fresh, 
firm white fish, which holds 
its shape without disintegrat-
ing.

The best fish to use in 
soups are:  sea bass, halibut, 
cod, haddock, red snapper, 
scallops and shrimp.

Temperature is important 
to control when making this 
soup. Bring the soup to a boil 
and immediately reduce to 
a simmer for a few minutes. 
You do not want to overcook 
the fish as it will toughen. 

How many people do you know with hypothyroidism (an un-
deractive thyroid)?

The thyroid gland controls the body’s metabolism. Today, 
millions of  people are diagnosed with hypothyroidism, which 
causes a sluggish metabolism.

Weight gain, low energy and depression are common symp-
toms. 

The body needs iodine to make thyroid hormones and fish 
broth is a source of  iodine. It also includes minerals and fats for 
brain health, plus calcium.   

This is particularly important for users of  pink Himalayan 
salt to know that pink salt most likely contains less iodine than 
iodized table salt. Therefore, those who have iodine deficiency 
may be advised to include standard table salt. 

A fish broth is simple to make and requires much less time 
than other broths. 

All you need is an hour!
This is because the bones and fat in fish are much more deli-

cate versus land animals. 
Thicker bones of  chicken and beef  require longer simmering 

periods to withdraw their nutrients. Simmering fish for lengthy 
periods will leave you with an overly fishy, bitter broth. But an 
hour at low heat releases delicate flavors into a fish broth.   

Traditionally, a good fish broth is made from fish heads and 
carcasses. You can use shells of  shrimp and lobster, too.

The health benefits of  fish broth far outweigh a little queasi-
ness over the use of  fish heads, tails, bones and other remnants.  
Use a strainer to remove bone fragments.  

Have you noticed the price of  bones rising lately?
But fish bones are the cheapest, by far. You can often get 

them for free. Just ask your local fish market to save some fish 
carcasses for you.

Moqueca
Fish 
Soup
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A look back at the OTOW News 
March, 1996

•  OTOW News Press Association: The 27th anniversary luncheon was held 
Feb. 7, 1996, at the Clearwater Country Club. Approximately 120 members and 
guests were in attendance. President Johnny Johnson introduced our honored 
guests, Ina and Sidney Colen, Leslie Colen, Nancy Davis, George Jung and 
William Hussar, corporate controller from St. Petersburg. The Reverend Karl 
Goldberg officiated with the blessing. Luncheon was a choice of  ham with a 
raisin sauce or Cornish hen. After our luncheon, we were entertained by the 
“J J Trio” with our own Johnny Johnson at the drums. 

•  Pennsylvania Club: A special meeting will be held on Thursday, March 7, 
1996, at 10 a.m. in the Card Room downstairs in the East Activity Center. 
Refreshments will be served, and we hope for a large turnout: We will discuss 
our upcoming picnic on April 11, 1996 at Philippe Park. 

•  Art Guild: We had a wonderful turnout of  art lovers who came, viewed and 
bought paintings from the many wonderfully creative artists in our midst. 
On Top of  the World is really the place to find multi-talented people in many 
areas of  expertise. Our members were asked to submit three pictures each for 
judging. Here is a list of  the ribbon winners, but keep in mind that all of  the 
work was of  winning quality, according to the judge, Jeff  Knippen. Best of  
Show, Jean McCurdy (oil). Advanced: first place, Ruth Lipowicz (oil); second 
place, Victor Sutcliffe (pencil); third place, Ruth Lipowicz (oil). 

•  Organ Club: Hearing an exceptionally fine musician play is always a great 
experience. Have you ever analyzed what makes one performance a little more 
special than another? It may be amazing technique – the flawless execution 
of  a difficult number; it may be a driving jazz rendition that makes you want 
to get up and dance; or it may be a sensitive interpretation of  a ballad that 
wreaks havoc with your heart strings and, occasionally, even your tear glands. 
Music is far more than notes and rests. 

•  Ladies 18-Hole Golf: The weather did not cooperate Feb. 6, 1996, so with 
a 35-degree temperature at 7:30 a.m., our golf  was cancelled. At the general 
meeting on Feb. 7, 1996, it was voted that future handicap tournaments will 
have one overall winner and one runner-up. The Jack and Jill Tournament 
held Feb. 13,1996, was enjoyed by 242 players. The weather was breezy 
but enjoyable, and the hot dogs and drinks were delicious, thanks to the 
cooperation of  the Men’s Golf  Association.

•  Swedish Traditional Building: Residents generally keep in touch with 
apartments on each side of  them. If  you don’t see the residents about for a few 
days, or in their car, phone them to say “hello.” Simple! This way everybody 
helps one another. There are a number of  folks around that we may not be 
aware of  — people who could use a helping hand, if  we were aware of  it. Our 
building business meeting and potluck was held Feb. 3, 1996. It was reported 
that some funds were spent on Christmas lights and a new cabinet for trophies. 
John Munson (always helping) volunteered to make the cabinet.

DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME BEGINS 
SUNDAY, MARCH 14. SET YOUR  

CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR.

The last time we saw On Top of  the World resident Bruno Nardizz, he was having his 
picture taken with the National Hockey League’s Stanley Cup trophy. That was after the 
Tampa Bay Lightning won the championship. In early February, Bruno was back at it 
again – only this time with a twist. Before the Super Bowl even took place in Tampa 
on Feb. 7, Bruno was holding up the coveted Super Bowl trophy like the Buccaneers 
had already won! Well, only a few days later, it became official. Bruno has now had his 
picture taken with two championship trophies in just a few months. Bruno works for 
Naphcare, a correctional health care provider in the Hillsborough County Jail. It seems 
the championship trophy always finds its way to the jail.
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Reporter visits famous da Vinci statue in Michigan

Let’s hope meetings and 
activities will rebound soon

Happy March! Spring is in the air, 
Florida style. We are always eager for the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, but this year it is 
officially cancelled, for obvious reasons 
of  which I shall spare you details. So, we 
will just have to deck out our own units, 
shamrock style. 

Since looking forward isn’t possible, 
let me take you back to November. I wish 
everyone could have been with me on my 
mini trip to the Frederik Meijer Gardens 
and Sculpture Park in Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 

My main mission was to see “Il 
Cavallo,” a modern rendition of  Leonardo 
da Vinci’s masterwork, a magnificent 
bronze statue of  a war horse that was 
commissioned by his patron, the Duke of  
Milan, in 1482. However, at that time the 
Duke needed all the metal available for his 
war with France, so the horse was never 
constructed. Only a model and numerous 
drawings remained. 

Fast forward 500 years. A retired 
Pennsylvania pilot and collector of  fine 
art, Charles Dent; and a Japanese-American 
sculptress, Nina Akamu; and many other 
people dedicated themselves to making 
Leonardo’s dream become reality. Meijer 
Gardens became the home of  Il Cavallo 
in 1999. A duplicate of  the 24-foot-tall 
horse was simultaneously unveiled in 

Milan, Italy, at the Ducal Palace near San  
Siro Hippodrome. 

I was proud to have my copy of  
the On Top of  the World News with me 
for this special occasion. By the way, if  
you’re ever in the Western Michigan area 
you might check out Meijers Gardens 
for the other sculptures by such masters 
as Claes Oldenburg, Richard Hunt, Joan 
Miro, Rodin (yes, a real Rodin!), Henry 
Moore (yes, a real Henry Moore!), just to  
name a few. 

By the way, before we leave the 
subject of  Leonardo da Vinci, a television 
series on Leonardo is about to open 
in Italy in March via Radiotelevisione 
Italiana (RAI), the Italian TV network. 

The series covers Leonardo’s early years 
when he struggled to find his niche in the 
crowded art world of  Renaissance Italy. 
No precise dates or media source has been 
announced for American viewers because 
media companies (Netflix, Prime, et al) are 
still battling for the juiciest contract with  
the producers. 

I wish I had more local news, as in 

“what’s going on around the building,” but 
everyone has been keeping pretty much 
close to home except to walk the dog and 
dash to the mailbox. 

Let’s hope by this time next month we 
will all have been vaccinated and can begin 
taking baby-steps back to normal. Start by 
getting your shamrock on! And stay safe.

Last fall, reporter Sophia Kugeares visited Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., and marveled at this huge bronze rendition of  Leonardo da Vinci’s 
statue, “Il Cavallo.”

Due to COVID-19, the Espana 
building has not had any events or meetings 
in a long while. In fact, very few buildings 
have had events and less buildings than 
normal had an article in February’s On Top 
of  the World newspaper.

February was very interesting with 
such cold weather. As I saw the walkers on 
the sidewalk, wearing their northern jackets 
and coats, I realized that we are lucky that 
we didn’t get snow. It was so cold that I 
had to put fabric covers over my Christmas 
Cactus plants on my front porch. But, as 
I write this article a few days later, the 
temperature is 80 degrees (but expected to 
go way down again soon).

Reporters are required to write three 
articles a year and until recently, I have 
written 12. If  you have gone on a trip, 

please call me. If  you are a new resident, 
please call me. I have no other way of  
knowing what is happening in our building.  
My phone number is in the Espana  
phone listing. 

Wash your hands often, wear your mask  
and practice good social distancing.
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Our thanks to OTOW for arranging the vaccine sessions
Welcome to spring and daylight 

saving time (March 14).
We are breathing just a tad easier with 

vaccine more available. Kudos to On Top 
of  the World for arranging inoculation on 
campus. Having availability here made it 
far easier for many residents. 

Precautions remain in effect: Wear 
a mask, use sanitizer and maintain social 
distancing. Hopefully with vaccine so 
prevalent, our hours of  operation here at 
OTOW shall return to near normal. 

Our pooches along with owners will 
appreciate the cooler evening hours at the 
dog park. 

Normal pool hours and showers will 
be a welcome relief  especially with hot 
weather ahead.

Did you know we have a bona fide 
celebrity living at the Villa? “Agatha” 
Spitzley was voted Pet of  the Year. You 
may have read about her and seen her 
picture in the February paper. Agatha is 
a Congo African Grey Parrot and a real 
“snowbird,” being a member of  Marian 
and Dave Spitzley’s family for well over a 
quarter century. 

Since the prizes were for four-footed 
pals, Agatha donated the prizes to a local 
shelter. Such a kind and appreciated gift. 
Sure to please others looking for their 
forever home.

We also have another celeb in 
residence. Bill Lucci joined the exclusive 
hole-in-one club by acing the 16th. Bill 
is an avid golfer and is delighted at his 
accomplishment. Congratulations to Bill 
from all us “duffers.” 

The oak tree by the Ecuadorian core 
has to be taken down. We understand 
OTOW will replace it with another tree. A 
palm tree would be nice.

If  our February building meeting was 
postponed, it hopefully will be this month. 
Please see center bulletin board for details. 
Also dues remain at $10. Please see your 
designated wing captain to remit dues.

Special wishes to Pat and Bill Johnson, 
who begin another year of  wedded bliss 
this month.

We hope your Easter baskets will be 
filled with health and happiness next month 
(Easter is April 4).

Please close the rubbish room door 
tightly and, unlike Motel 6 (who leave lights 
on), please shut ours off  in the laundry 
room as well.

Best wishes to all who celebrate this 
month. Remember any news fit to print, 
send to fresca@maine.rr.com 

OFFICIAL OTOW CLEARWATER WEB SITE: 
WWW.OTOWCLEARWATERInFO.COm

Golfer Bill Lucci holds his lucky ball after 
shooting a hole-in-one on the 16th hole 
recently.   (Photo by Fran Fairfield)

We are fortunate to live in 
such a diverse community

How exciting it is to look out at 
the parking lot and see all the different 
automobile license plates! 

By now, if  you’re scratching your 
head, let me explain. When I see neighbors 
whose home plates range from Indiana and 
Missouri to New York and New Jersey, I 
realize what a diverse group we are. Yet we 
come together for socials and we reach out 
to each other in time of  need. My personal 
gratitude goes to those who have been so 
kind to me. We are truly a community.

Recently we held our annual building 
meeting. Thirty-two residents attended. 
Cheryl Butcher and Marge Gipperich were 
unanimously reelected building captain 
and treasurer. We discussed having socials 
in 2021 and decided to hold them on site. 
Gemmy Brown volunteered to coordinate 
the socials. 

It’s time to visit your storage site and 
deep clean. Judy Hetrick will coordinate 
that effort, starting with the third floor. 
Time also to pay your annual dues: $15 for 
singles, $30 for a family.

Have you been admiring the new 
seat covers in our hallways? Many thanks 

to Cheryl Butcher for her hard work. 
Also our thanks go out to Ewa Politanski 
for the fascinating, original Valentine’s 
decorations. 

This month ends with a new 
beginning. Palm Sunday is on the 28th 
and the first night of  Passover is March 
27. Spring’s a-comin’!

Lastly, I would love your input for our 
monthly newsletter. If  you have something 
you’d like to share, please contact me, 
Glenda Greenman, your erstwhile reporter, 
and I’ll gladly publish it.

A Note For  
Dog Walkers

When picking up after 
your dog, do not throw 
plastic bags down the 
storm drains. This is 

against the law.
Always clean up while 

walking your dog.
Be sure to 

keep your dog 
hydrated.
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Extra copies of the OTOW News are available in the East and West Activity Centers.

Grateful for the OTOW COVID-19 vaccine system 
Here at Siboney, we are all trying to 

schedule our vaccines. I know many of  us 
feel very relieved to have experienced the 
appointment system that was offered in 
our community. 

A special thanks to Master the 
Possibilities and all the volunteers who 
helped many of  our residents who were 
not computer savvy.

Publix also has a great vaccine system 
and I am sure more local stores and 
pharmacies will be offering appointments as 
soon as they receive their supplies. So don’t 
give up — you will get your appointment. 
If  you need help, ask a neighbor. They 
will be glad to help. Remember, the more 
residents that get vaccinated, the faster we 
can back to normal here at On Top of   
the World.

We are so lucky to have this warmer 
weather now in Florida. But I am very 
appreciative that we didn’t experience any 
storms this winter like my home town  
in New Jersey. 

My dear friend Cele Radeloff  from 
Siboney is now living in New York with 
her daughter, Carol. In my last letter from 
her, she wrote, “We are covered over with 
snow and we are not getting our mail or our 
trash pickup, so you guys in Florida don’t 
know how lucky you are.” Thanks, Cele. 
We do take for granted how lucky we are 
and our cold fronts are nothing like your 
snowstorms and frigid temperatures.

A word to the wise: Please give a 
neighbor your keys to your condo. You 
never know when you get locked out. 
Knowing you gave a set of  keys to your 
neighbor can be such a relief. Unfortunately 
I have done that a few times, and it was a big 
help for me to go knock on my neighbor’s 
door and get my keys.

The Irish club has canceled the annual 
parade this year. Last year we marched right 
before the pandemic started. Many clubs 
participate and a great time is always had 
by all. Refreshments, green beer, hot dogs, 
chips and entertainment. 

Hopefully next year we will be 
marching again and showing our green 
colors. Enjoy your Saint Patrick’s Day 
everyone — hope you get some green beer 
and corned beef. “Yummy.”

This photo was taken during a February snowstorm in Long Island, N.Y., at former Siboney 
resident/reporter Cele Radeloff ’s home.
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‘Recycle Right’ is an ongoing process here at OTOW

Go to www.pinellascounty.org/wheredoesitgo and this search window will open.  
Type in what you want to dispose of  and click the Search button.

This window will then appear and give you information on disposing of  your item.

By Kathleen Santosuosso
It’s time for some straightforward 

trash talk.
We all have questions about where 

to throw away toasters, air conditioner 
filters, microwave ovens, down at the 
heel shoes, bubble wrap or Styrofoam 
mailing boxes for frozen food. When 
faced with the disposal of  these and 
other items, we are just not sure where 
to dispose of  them. 

Fortunately for us, the answers to 
all of  our trash and recycle questions 
are on the updated, easy to use “Where 
does it go? Search Tool” on Pinellas 
County’s online site. This search tool 
is the former A to Z guide to recycling 
and disposal for Pinellas County.

Vis i t  pinel lascounty.org/
wheredoesitgo to find out which items 
go in the trash, which items go in the 

recycle bins and which items need to be 
taken to specific locations.

For example,  i f  you enter 
“furniture,” you will see all of  the 
places, along with addresses and phone 
numbers, where you can donate, sell or 
throw away that furniture.

Or, if  you enter “microwave,” as in 
the window below, you will see that your 
microwave oven goes in the garbage bin 
in your building’s trash room. 

We can also follow the advice of  
“when in doubt, throw it out” in the 
garbage bin. Pinellas County incinerates 
all of  our trash in a power plant that 
provides energy to 45,000 homes a day. 
Some of  the remaining ash is used for 
roads. The metal is sold.

On Top of  the World residents 
find it easy to recycle right but a few of  
us are confused about what goes into 

the green recycle bins and what goes 
into the black garbage bins.

So let’s simplify to four: 
1. Plastic bottles and containers 

 labeled #1-7 
2. Metal cans-tin, steel, aluminum  

 and empty aerosol cans
3. Cardboard boxes-flattened
4. Paper-junk mail, shoe boxes, 

 cereal boxes but no wax paper
• No caps
• No lids
• No straws
• No food
• No shredded paper
• No plastic bags

Make sure all of  your items are 
empty, clean and dry and definitely 
not in a plastic bags. Food and liquid 
contaminate the paper. Absolutely no 
plastic bags, wraps or hoses.

A few residents wondered what 
they can do with their dry and empty 
glass bottles and jars now that Waste 
Management no longer recycles these 
items from On Top of  the World.

Glass bottles and jars can be 
dropped off  at the Clearwater Solid 
Waste Facility located at 1701 N. 
Hercules Ave. 

Never put garbage, dog waste 
bags, yard waste or plastic bags of  any 
kind in the recycle bins.

 Also, make sure that the items you 
put in the recycle bins are larger than an 
index card. If  the items are small, they 
fall through the sorting equipment. 
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Knitting Group members join 
for a variety of reasons
By Cheryl Butcher

Let it not be said that ladies from 
the Knitting Group are “fair weather” 
knitters. 

Despite all of  the restrictions placed 
upon us by the federal, state and local 
governments, as well as the more restrictive 
ones of  On Top of  the World, we persist 
in our mandate to create beautiful but 
practical handmade items.

We have a core group of  members, 
usually seven to nine of  us, who gather 
every Wednesday to knit ,  crochet  
and talk.

We turn in our completed projects 
and “oooh and ahhh” as they are displayed 
during show and tell.

Several of  the women are relatively 
new to the group, but they must like it 
because they keep coming back. Therese 
Berry, Sumiko Morin, Marilyn Takesh 
and Pat Palumbo are valuable additions. 
Marilyn is our movie star (more about that  
next month).

And there are also long-t ime 
members who still don’t feel comfortable 
joining in a larger group, so they create 
at home and pop in at some point on 
Wednesday morning to deliver their work.  

Both Charlotte Lindblom and Mary 
Crossen bring in their beautiful creations. 
We are always pleased to see them. If  you 
have an interest in knitting or crocheting, 
we would love to have you join us in the 
East Activity Center Crystal Beach Room 
on Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. We are 
operating within the guidelines set by On 
Top of  the World so a mask and social 
distancing are required.

The Good Neighbors Knitting 
Group operates under the auspices of  
Good Neighbors Association.

Tell our advertisers you saw their  
ad in this newspaper.

 Drive-by birthday party thrills 90-year-old resident

Lois Wirkus, above, has had 89 previous birthday parties, but none were like the one she celebrated in early February. Lois turned 90 years old, but because of  safety guidelines, she did not 
have a big party. Instead, friends and neighbors drove by her front door at the French Renaissance Building and honked their horns. Some people stood on the sidewalk from a distance  
and held up Happy Birthday signs.                     (Photos by Mary Lou Wall)

Due to ongoing health and safety concerns, there will be no  
Irish Club St. Patrick’s parade in March. We hope to see you  

at the parade next year!
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Meet Chuckie the fashion plate
By Mary Marsden

Meet “Chuckie,” who resides in front 
of  the Viking building on Spanish Drive. 

Chuckie is an Inuksuk. You may not 
know what an inuksuk is. From Wikipedia, 
an inuksuk is a manmade stone landmark 
or cairn built for use by the Inuit and other 
peoples of  the Arctic region of  North 
America. These structures are generally 
found in northern Canada, Greenland, 
and Alaska. 

The inuksuk may historically have 
been used for navigation, as a point of  
reference, a marker for travel routes, fishing 
places, camps, hunting grounds, places of  
veneration, drift fences used in hunting, or 
to mark a food cache. 

Historically, the most common types 
of  inuksuk are built with stone placed 
upon stone. The simplest type is a single 
stone positioned in an upright manner. 
There is some debate as to whether the 

appearance of  human or cross-shaped 
cairns developed in the Inuit culture before 
the arrival of  European missionaries  
and explorers.

Chuckie was a gift to Canadian 
Snowbirds Don and Mary Marsden two 
years ago from the former owners, fellow 
Canadian Snowbirds Paul and Sandy Fice, 
before they left On Top of  the World. 

Chuckie is made of  concrete, so 
of  course he would not be the lightest 
of  objects to transport home to Canada. 
Also, Paul and Sandy already had another 
Chuckie in Canada. 

Chuckie is quite a star in the 
neighborhood, as he gets new outfits 
regularly. He was definitely a Bucs fan for 
the Super Bowl and after the big game 
he had to get ready for Valentine’s Day.  
He loves holiday celebrations. 

Stop by and say “hi” to the friendly 
little guy.

Drop by and say hello to Chuckie, who resides in front of  the Viking building.
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Residents participate in Dunedin’s World Ukelele Day 
When life gives you lemons, play  

the ukulele! 
Austrian Alpine residents Jan Stiffler 

and Joyce Monahan joined seven other 
On Top of  the World musicians to smile 
and strum their ukuleles at the in-person 
version of  World Ukulele Day held in 
Dunedin on Feb. 6.

Other OTOW uke players strumming 
in Dunedin were Brenda and Wes Luckhardt, 
Don Ladner, Katarina Tepesh, Hope Tera, 
Linda Callison, and Cheryl Kutchinski. 

Close to 75 uke players and performers 
came from all over the United States, 
even Seattle, Washington, and played in 
the outdoor setting. The Dunedin Ukes 
sponsored the event. 

“It’s fun to find ways to do things in 
person while staying socially distanced,” 
noted Joyce Monahan.

World Ukulele Day, organized by 
the Tampa Bay Ukulele Society of  3,000 
members, was held on Zoom on Feb. 2 this 
year. This international online event was an 
opportunity for people to play together, 
especially when they couldn’t come to 
Dunedin this year. World Ukulele Day is 
usually held in Dunedin.

The Tampa Bay Ukulele Society now 
offers beginner classes and easy songbooks 
online, after a player joins the society. 
Becoming a member is free.

Also, thanks to donations from the 
society, ukuleles can be checked out from 
area libraries for free. 

Our storage room clean-up went 
smoothly for the sixth year in a row. Most 
residents had cleaned out and cleaned up 
their storage spaces before the clean-up 
day. 

A reminder to Austrian Alpine 

Austrian Alpine residents Jan Stiffler and Joyce Monahan practice songs while wearing their 
World Ukulele Day 2021 shirts. Along with a number of  other Austrian Alpine residents, 
they participated in a nationwide gathering of  ukulele players in Dunedin on Feb. 6.

residents and residents from other buildings 
who post “for sale” or similar signs: Only 
our building coordinators, On Top of   

the World officials, Pinellas County or clubs 
(once they start meeting again) can post or 
remove notices on our bulletin boards. 

Phone Numbers You Need to Save
Community Service Office

727-683-6981 
Leave Message if  Needed

Water Turn-On/Turn-Off
727-799-3417  

Menu Option 6

Emergency Service 
After Hours/Weekends  

727-799-1115

Activities Office 
727-799-2734
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Dorado residents grateful for COVID vaccine rollout 

The Dorado building residents are 
doing what they can to help fight this 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Thanks to one of  our building 
coordinators, Betty Dethmers, notices 
of  social distancing and locations of  
places where residents can sign up 
to get the vaccine are posted at each 
entrance inside the elevator. 

Residents are observing social 
distancing by keeping six feet apart and 
wearing masks. Many have already had 
their first vaccine shot.

We want to offer a big shout-out 
to Nancy Rogers and the On Top of  the 
World staff  for all their work in getting 
the vaccine available to the the residents 
hereat On Top of  the World. 

Gwen Lemke and Betty Dethmers 
got their first vaccine (Pfizer) at the 

East Activity Center auditorium, 
and scheduled their second shot  
for March.

Fernando Mariz drove four hours 
to Ponte Vedra to get the Moderna 
COVID vaccine. 

Residents are encouraging other 

(Left to right) Gwen Lemke, Betty Derthmers and Fernando Mariz standing by new flowers and flowerpots that were gifted to Dorado 
Building residents by the son and daughter-in-law of  resident Alice Starkey. Note that all three are observing social distancing, wearing 
masks and have been vaccinated.

residents to get the vaccine. So far we 
are not aware of  any COVID cases in 
our building.

The Dorado building has a fresh 
new look of  spring! New flower pots 
were gifted to Dorado residents by the 
son and daughter-in-law of  resident 

Alice Starkey. Our $5 a pot bargain 
flowers found on sale by the decorating 
committee look gorgeous in their new 
pots after some “TLC” from our green 
thumb residents like Lois Darling and 
Nancy Coan.
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Polynesians glory in the dedication of brand new U.S. flag
Aloha and Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

my fellow Polynesians.
A good turnout of  14 residents 

attended our February Polynesian Village 
luncheon held at Clear Sky, on Cleveland 
Street in downtown Clearwater. A delightful 
time was had by all and it was wonderful to 
get out in the fresh air, laugh, have some 
particularly tasty meals and just have an 
overall fun time. Keep your eyeballs peeled 
on the bulletin board for details about the 
March pizza party. 

The new flag for the Brazilian side 
of  the building was dedicated and raised 
on Inauguration Day, Jan. 20, at noon. As 
a daughter of  a Marine, and someone who 
has always offered to replace worn and 
tattered flags throughout the years, I gifted 
the flag, procured by Steve Crosmer, to our 
building. He and Jay Jarvis unfurled and 
raised it while the “Star Spangled Banner” 
played. It is nice to see a new Old Glory 
flying high and not tattered or faded. Does 
my heart proud. Both flag poles proudly 
wave new flags.

Here’s to hoping our weather behaves 
soon and the temperatures stop the crazy, 

dramatic ups and downs. Between the 
clothing changes and the layers worn, some 
days I wonder where I am! At least we don’t 
have to shovel it.

As always, if  anyone has anything 
newsworthy for the article: birth of  family 
members, weddings, fun trips (if  that’s even 
possible currently), or anything of  interest, 
please slip the info with your name, unit 
number and a phone number under my 
front door if  I am not home.

Mahalo to all! Polynesian residents enjoy a pleasant meal at downtown Clearwater’s Clear Sky Cafe.

OTOW Box Office Web Site: www.otowboxoffice.com

OTOW Clearwater Official Web Site: www.otowclearwaterinfo.com
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Valentine’s displays showed 
much love and effort

Love was in the air at the French 
Renaissance. Especially after the sun  
went down! 

Thanks to Jesse and Evelyn Tiamson 
and Sue Prost, the building was all decked 
out for Valentine’s Day. Utilizing the 
lights that were used for Christmas, and 
handmade cutouts of  all the names of  
the building residents, the center core was 
looking very sweet. We really appreciate all 
of  the love and hard work our neighbors 
went to in decorating our building for 
Valentine’s Day. In these challenging times 
these acts of  expression as shown by Jesse, 
Evelyn and Sue go a long way to bringing 
the building together and putting smiles 
on the faces, of  not only the residents, but 
everyone that passed by.

Valentine’s Day brought Bob 
O’Donohue and Karen French out to eat at 
Harold Seltzer’s. Sister Vicki joined, along 

with brother Steve and sister-in-law Dianne 
from Jamestown, New York. A good time 
was had by all, followed by many games 
at home: Euchre, Pedro, crazy rummy, 5 
crowns and dominoes. Hoping everyone 
had a great Valentine’s Day!
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Seeing a little more action at Granada and OTOW
We seem to be seeing a little more 

action at On Top of  the World.
First and foremost, I would like 

to thank OTOW for the wonderful job 
they are doing with the COVID vaccine 
distribution. We had our first dose and it 
was so organized and careful that we felt 
totally at ease with the entire process.

Warmer weather is bringing out more 
life, human and creatures. I’ve observed 
many more walkers, golfers and neighbors 
out and about. There have been many 
more birds, lizards, squirrels and bugs. 
Everything is over winter, wanting to start 
enjoying life again. 

During February we had some 
milestones that occurred. On Feb. 4, 
Arlene and Stan Berger celebrated their 
65th wedding anniversary. We also had two 
very special birthdays, Carol Mattana on the 
18th turned 95 and Stan Berger turned 91 
on the 28th.

We had our monthly luncheon at 
Tarpon Turtle and had lots of  laughs, 

good food and conversation. We talked 
about having an ice cream social in the 
courtyard and hopefully meet some of  our 
new neighbors that have moved in. Watch 
the bulletin board for details.

Our March luncheon will be on the 
15th at Sonny’s BBQ. Please sign up on the 
bulletin board. We hope to see you there. 
Come and join in on the action. The Tarpon Turtle was the venue for Granada’s monthy luncheon for February.

Check out OTOW-TV Channel 732
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Box Office Sudoku

This classified ad listing is a service to the On Top of the World community. There is 
no charge to residents for this service. Items must be priced under $500 and copy must be 20 
words or less, including phone number. 

Submitter’s name and building name must be included, but will not be published.  
If submitters’s name, building and unit number are not included with the ad, it will not 
be accepted for publication. 

Please note: We do not accept ads for automobiles, firearms, yard/building sales, 
apartments for sale or rent, or employment. Drop off ads at the newspaper office. We cannot 
accept ads over the phone. 

Ad deadline is the 15th of the month preceding publication date. Ads received late 
will be placed in the next available issue. Only one (1) ad per person per month will be 
accepted. Unless otherwise stated in the ad, phone numbers are within the (727) area code. 

OTOW NEWS CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE
Schwinn AD4 Airdyne dual-action exercise 
bike, cooling fanwheel, padded gel adjustable 
seat, console timer, excellent condition.  
Make offer. 400-5739
All-leather shoulder tote purse, like new, $65; 
Canon Pixma printer MP250 with USB cable 
$35; Samsung 40” flat-screen TV $60.  
 686-6265
Two-piece bedroom set; four-piece dining 
room set. Negotiable. 491-9124
Sofa, leather, tan, 82", good condition 
$275; suitcase w/tote bag, 4 spinner wheels, 
27"H x 16"W x 9"D $30.  692-7028
Six tall-back rush seat dining table chairs.   
 850-492-5737
Brand new blue-gray couch (Rooms To Go), 
best offer. 908-656-0053
Ro-Ro mobility scooter, new batteries, good 
condition $250 OBO.  913-306-4695
Jon boat for sale. 642-4286

Moving, must sell: 2 bedroom sets, lilac 
couch/loveseat/ottoman, glass coffee table, 
sofa table, end table, Lenox china, china 
cabinet, other misc.  967-9444
Sofa, easy chair, foot stool, pillows, linen 
fabric, hardly used, comfortable, must pick 
up. $200. 808-358-2606
New full-size Serta springs, mattress, frame, 
fitted cover, sheets, skirt, quality reversible 
comforter w/pillow shams. Best offer.  
You move.  725-1376
Microwave oven, Hamilton-Beach, 1500 
watts, purchased June 2020 for $80. Used very 
little. Too large for me. Best offer. 797-9616
Sony 32" flat-screen TV, works perfectly, was 
replaced with new smart TV. $50 OBO.   
 599-5221

WANTED
Looking for Buffalo nickels & Indian head 
pennies. 475-4388
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